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This Annual Report records the breadth and 

depth of activities undertaken by the Office of 

Dublin UNESCO City of Literature over a period 

of 16 months in support of, and with a view to, 

leveraging cultural, social and economic benefit 

from the designation of Dublin city as a UNESCO 

City of Literature. It has been a time of celebration, 

information, and participation, of partnerships at 

home and abroad - and has created a valuable 

platform on which the necessary thinking and 

planning for the years ahead can be focused - and 

is just the beginning of the Dublin UNESCO City of 

Literature story.

The stalwart work of both the Management Group 

and the Steering Group members has contributed 

greatly to the realisation of activities and initiatives. 

Their commitment to literature and creativity 

and to the values of excellence, diversity and 

participation evidenced in their respective roles 

and organisations has made it possible to achieve 

so much more together. 

I thank all contributors and urge them to continue 

this collaborative work in Dublin, a UNESCO City 

of Literature.  I gratefully recognise the enabling 

support of our sponsors and advisors.

Chair

I warmly acknowledge the energy, enthusiasm and 

productivity of the staff of the Dublin UNESCO City 

of Literature office, Jane Alger, Catherine Duffy 

and Liz Cuddy. 

For our part, we commit to continuing our efforts 

to forge partnerships and build relationships and 

to develop and deliver programmes and projects in 

pursuit of the aims and objectives of the UNESCO 

Creative Cities Network. We will work to position 

Literature as a key cultural creative identity for 

Dublin and Ireland.

Margaret Hayes 

Dublin City Librarian and Chair Dublin UNESCO 

City of Literature Management Group

A. City of Words - Dublin’s Literary Attractions Map

B.  Margaret Hayes, Dublin City Librarian and Chair Dublin UNESCO City of Literature Management Group
A

B



City of Literature Garden at Bloom Garden Festival 2011
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Dublin UNESCO City of Literature: What’s the Story?

On July 26th 2010, following a rigorous submission 

process, Dublin became the world’s fourth 

UNESCO City of Literature, following Edinburgh, 

Melbourne and Iowa City. Reykjavik, the Icelandic 

capital, became the fifth UNESCO City of 

Literature in September 2011. The designation 

is permanent and was awarded to Dublin in 

recognition of the vibrancy of its literary culture 

and the richness of its heritage, evidenced as 

much by the bookshops, libraries, museums, 

theatres, festivals and literary activity which grace 

its streets - as it is by the four Nobel Laureates 

associated with the city - George Bernard Shaw, 

W.B. Yeats, Samuel Beckett, and Seamus Heaney.

As a result of the designation Dublin is now a 

member of the UNESCO Creative Cities Network, 

an expanding group of 31 cities working together 

in pursuit of UNESCO’s priorities of cultural 

diversity and sustainable urban development. 

Member cities share experiences and ideas on 

a global platform, creating new opportunities for 

cultural, social, and economic advancement.

The promotion of the designation ‘Dublin UNESCO 

City of Literature’ is the responsibility of the Dublin 

UNESCO City of Literature Office established in 

September 2010 at the instigation of the Dublin 

City Manager and the then Department of Tourism, 

Culture and Sport. The Office of Dublin UNESCO 

City of Literature is embedded in the city’s library 

service which successfully led the submission 

process. The Director and her staff report to a six-

person Management Group which met 11 times in 

2011, chaired by the City Librarian (see Appendix 

1 for members). The work of the Management 

Group is informed by a Steering Group, members 

of which represent local and national government, 

tourism, publishers’ and writers’ organisations, 

the media, arts and culture organisations and 

universities. The Steering Group, which met twice 

in 2011, supports and drives the UNESCO City 

of Literature designation in its various areas of 

responsibility and expertise. The organisations 

represented on the Steering Group are listed in 

Appendix 1.

This, the first Annual Report of the Office of Dublin 

UNESCO City of Literature, documents the many 

activities undertaken and promoted by the Office 

from the announcement of the designation by 

UNESCO in July 2010, through to December 2011 

and demonstrates the significant progress which 

has been made in a very short time in establishing 

the prestigious UNESCO City of Literature 

designation as a significant driver in the cultural, 

social, and economic life of the capital city and the 

country as a whole.

... I thought it 

(DublinSwell) was 

a magnificent 

night—a real treat 

for an Irish lit buff!
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The story so far…

Engagement with Stakeholders

The Offi ce of Dublin UNESCO City of Literature 

works closely with the Management and Steering 

Groups which include corporate and individual 

representation from both the business and cultural 

sectors. Regular contact is maintained with all its 

stakeholders through its dedicated website, events 

programmes, meetings, newsletters and online 

social media. The Offi ce also communicates with 

writers in all genres, promoters of literature and the 

general public.

In order to promote awareness of the possibilities 

presented by the designation, two writers’ fora, 

with a total attendance of 98 people, were held in 

the National Library of Ireland in February 2011 at 

which both established and emergent writers were 

informed about, and encouraged to comment on, 

the resources and supports available for writers 

in the city. The resultant discussions informed 

the Offi ce’s ongoing communication strategy and 

saw the funding of two online emerging writers’ 

programmes.

Resources

Dublin City Council provided seed funding of 

€50,000 towards the activities of the Offi ce and 

the then Department of Transport, Tourism, and 

Sport provided €112,000 for literary projects (see 

Appendix 2). The City Council and the Department 

also provided additional fi nancial support to the 

DublinSwell celebration event in March.

In 2011 2.5 staff, whose salaries were paid by 

Dublin City Council Library Service, were attached 

to the Offi ce of Dublin UNESCO City of Literature.

Dublin UNESCO City of Literature acknowledges 

the on-going support of the Department of Arts, 

Heritage and the Gaeltacht; Dublin City Council 

and Fáilte Ireland. The Offi ce also appreciates the 

support of its many partners in 2010-2011. (see 

Appendix 2).

International Engagement

As part of the designation the offi ce of Dublin 

UNESCO City of Literature has worked with and 

formed relationships with the other UNESCO Cities 

of Literature and with cities in the wider Creative 

Cities Network.

The offi ce was included in a delegation comprising 

publishers, booksellers and the Irish media which 

visited the European Parliament and the European 

Commission to raise awareness among the literary 

community about the importance of European 

institutions. Jane Alger participated in a UNESCO 

meeting and a public event which highlighted 

Dublin’s literary credentials in Norwich which had 

made a submission for designation as a UNESCO 

City of Literature. She also gave a presentation in 

Prague whilst there for European Literature Night 

2010. 

Following the designation of Reykjavik as the fi fth 

UNESCO City of Literature in September 2011, 

Jane Alger gave a presentation at a public event 

as part of the Reykjavik Literature Festival. 

The offi ce of Dublin UNESCO City of Literature was 

also represented at the UNESCO Creative Cities 

Network conference in Seoul in November 2011 by 

the Lord Mayor of Dublin, Andrew Montague and 

Jane Alger.
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Communications: Telling the Story

The priority task in the first year has been to 

brand Dublin as a ‘City of Literature’ - to tell the 

story of the designation locally, nationally and 

internationally, to create and build awareness 

amongst key stakeholders of its prestige, 

permanency, and cultural, social, and economic 

value to the city and country. A dedicated website 

to act as a portal site for information about literary 

activities in the city and further afield was launched 

on the day of the designation announcement. 

With the assistance of tourism bodies, the Office 

targeted a wide range of national and international 

media, communicating key messages about 

the city and its cultural and literary attractions. 

The Dublin designation and associated activities 

were communicated via the UNESCO and Dublin 

UNESCO City of Literature websites in addition 

to the websites and other media of strategic 

partners including cultural and tourism bodies. 

Communications tools utilised include mail shots 

and emails to a growing contacts database; 

syndicated news releases and online/social media 

including Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, LinkedIn 

and blogs. Social media is also used regularly by 

Office staff to promote literary events in the city. 

Statistical and analytical information on the use  

of the website and social media tools are kept by 

the Office.

National and international media have been very 

supportive and many are now familiar with the 

designation. By year-end 2011 journalists were 

referring to the designation, not alone in reports 

and stories brought to their attention by the Dublin 

City of Literature office, but also unprompted in 

articles about a range of topics related to the city.

The Office worked closely with the Press Office 

of Dublin City Council to promote the designation 

via interviews on targeted broadcast and print 

media. Fáilte Ireland and Dublin Tourism facilitated  

briefings with travel journalists from across the 

world. Particular care was taken that journalists 

were introduced to the lesser-known literary 

attractions of the city such as themed walking and 

cycling tours and storytelling events. Staff from 

the Office of Dublin UNESCO City of Literature 

also regularly attended Dublin Tourism briefing 

sessions.

C. Dublin UNESCO City of Literature designation launch – authors Joseph O’Connor,  

Children’s Laureate Siobhán Parkinson and Thomas Kinsella

D. City of Literature street banner ‘What’s the Story?’

DC
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The Office of Dublin UNESCO City of Literature 

has created a guide to literary Dublin entitled 

‘City of Words’ which directs tourists to the many 

literary attractions of the city including its libraries, 

museums, writer centres and theatres. 

A wide range of events (see Appendix 2), 

organised by the Office, provide additional and 

varied opportunities to promote the Dublin 

UNESCO City of Literature brand. The Office 

also produces and distributes a quarterly 

newsletter to a range of interested parties in 

the literary and tourism sectors. The newsletter 

documents the on-going activities of the Office 

in promoting the literature of the city, nationally 

and internationally, encouraging new writers and 

increasing collaborative activity with other cultural 

organisations at home and abroad, including the 

facilitation of literary events.

Throughout the first year of the designation, the 

Dublin City of Literature identity has had a strong 

presence in the everyday life of the city. When 

the designation was announced, Dublin UNESCO 

City of Literature street banners carrying the 

slogan ‘What’s the Story?’ were positioned in 

prominent locations across the city centre. For 

people visiting, working and living in the city, 

these banners clearly communicated the positive 

message that their city is specially honoured as a 

UNESCO City of Literature.

The erection of plaques with the UNESCO 

City of Literature logo on buildings with literary 

connections is an on-going part of the branding 

process. Many of the city’s literary pubs, libraries 

and cultural institutions already display these 

plaques. Non-literary commercial enterprises have 

also embraced the message and many, such as 

hotels and restaurants, now display the branding 

and carry City of Words maps. 

The Office of UNESCO City of Literature: 
Objectives

The Office of Dublin UNESCO City of Literature 

worked to ensure that all of its activities 

accomplished one or more of the seven core 

objectives of its first year. These objectives are 

based on UNESCO’s assessment criteria. For 

the purposes of this Annual Report and to avoid 

repetition, the following overview of the first year 

of the designation records activities under some of 

these objectives.

Educational programmes focusing on domestic 

or foreign literature

The Reader-in-Residence Programme, organised 

by the Office, is a novel collaboration between 

city libraries, Home School Liaison Coordinators, 

and a number of inner city primary schools aimed 

at promoting the pleasure of reading to children 

and their parents. The Reader-in-Residence 

Programme will also facilitate the involvement of 

primary school children in the inaugural Children’s 

Citywide Reading Project in January 2012. The 

E. Great Writing - Great Places Inspiring Lives – Dave Kenny interviews Brian Keenan and John LonerganE
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2012 project, entitled ‘Children Save Dublin – 

Read All About It!’ is designed to encourage 

children to read a selected adventure story set in 

contemporary Dublin and written by a new, young 

writer, Alan Early.

Connecting the urban environment and 

literature, drama and poetry

In 2011, in association with the Offi ce, the annual 

Dublin Writers’ Festival explored connectivity with 

other UNESCO Cities of Literature - Edinburgh, 

Melbourne, and Iowa City. In ‘The Jekyll and Hyde 

Inheritance’, writers and musicians discussed 

the ‘dual nature’ theme which runs through the 

work of Edinburgh writer Robert Louis Stevenson. 

Linking Iowa and Dublin, Pulitzer prize-winning 

US novelist Paul Harding made his fi rst Irish 

appearance alongside Dubliner John Boyne, 

author of the best-selling novel Boy in the Striped 

Pyjamas in an event entitled: ‘Legacy, Craft and 

Devotion’. Those working in the publishing industry 

in Melbourne and Dublin also shared experiences 

and thoughts in a workshop entitled: ‘City of 

Literature in the 21st Century’.

Dublin: One City, One Book, an award-winning 

festival, has celebrated a book with a Dublin 

connection each year since it was established in 

2006. Ghost Light by Joseph O’Connor was the 

selected book in 2011. Since the outset it has 

been an objective of Dublin: One City, One Book 

to bring literature out of the academy and onto the 

city streets. The month-long festival diversifi es into 

drama, fi lm, music, poetry, and prose.

In October 2011, Great Writing-Great 

Places gathered writers and audiences in unusual 

venues across the city. Dublin UNESCO City 

of Literature and Writing.ie (online Irish writing 

magazine and resource) organised readings in 

venues which held special signifi cance for the 

authors’ writings. There were tales of emigration 

and loss on the Jeanie Johnson famine ship; tales 

of inspiration and determination in the Deanery of 

St Patrick’s Cathedral, one time home of Jonathan 

Swift; stories of romance in Whitefriar Street 

Church, the resting place of St. Valentine - and 

crime writers in the Four Courts. 488 people in total 

attended readings over the course of the series.

Bringing it all Back Home, a UNESCO City of 

Literature sponsored project organised by Poetry 

Ireland, celebrated different aspects of the life of the 

city. On All-Ireland Poetry Day on 6 November 2011, 

a number of poets, including Paul Durcan, Belinda 

McKeon, Enda Wyley and Paula Meehan, were 

invited to visit venues which played an important 

part in their lives. Among the events, mothers and 

babies at The Coombe Maternity Hospital enjoyed 

a collection of poetry inspired by motherhood while 

Michael O’Loughlin entertained those departing 

Ireland with readings in Dublin Airport.
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Each week, in association with Dublin UNESCO 

City of Literature, there are gatherings at the iconic 

literary location of Sweny’s Pharmacy in Lincoln 

Place - a location made famous by James Joyce 

in Ulysses when Leopold Bloom purchased lemon 

soap there. Both locals and visitors to the city 

come to Sweny’s to participate in readings and 

discussions of Joyce’s works.

Events and festivals aimed at promoting 

domestic and foreign literature

The Office has organised many successful events 

and festivals with partners from a diverse range 

of sectors including tourism, education, business, 

and science. (see Appendix 2)

DublinSwell, the largest single literary event ever 

held in Ireland, celebrated Dublin’s designation as 

a UNESCO City of Literature during St. Patrick’s 

Festival 2011. The attendance exceeded 2,000 

and included President Mary McAleese, Ireland’s 

most recent Nobel Laureate, Seamus Heaney and 

people from fourteen countries. The celebration 

delivered contributions from the world of literature, 

the performing arts, and music. DublinSwell 

received widespread media attention due to 

the combined marketing inputs of the Dublin 

UNESCO City of Literature office and St. Patrick’s 

Festival. St. Patrick’s Festival also recognised 

the designation, commissioning a short story by 

Dublin writer Roddy Doyle. This was interpreted 

by pageant companies as the theme of the St. 

Patrick’s Day parade in honour of the designation.

On 11 May 2011, Dublin joined many European 

cities in celebrating Literature Night - a showcase 

for contemporary European literature. Organised 

by the Office of Dublin City of Literature, in 

association with European cultural institutes 

based in the city, crime writers from four European 

countries - France, Italy, the Czech Republic, and 

the United Kingdom read from their works and 

participated in a panel discussion to an audience 

of 100 people in the unusual surroundings of a city 

centre night club.

A UNESCO City of Literature garden inspired by 

literary works, in particular Finnegans Wake by 

James Joyce, was entered into Bloom 2011, a 

hugely popular Bord Bia (Irish Food Board) garden 

festival each June bank holiday weekend.  

The garden, specially designed by Dublin City 

Council Parks and Landscape Division, hosted 

daily poetry readings from Enda Wyley, Ann 

Leahy, Gabriel Rosenstock, Maighread Medbh 

and Tony Curtis, some of which were broadcast 

by RTÉ Lyric FM. The Literature Garden won first 

prize in the small garden category and received 

widespread media attention.

The Literary Ambassador Programme is a joint 

initiative by Fáilte Ireland and Dublin UNESCO City 

of Literature. This programme trains representatives 

of the hospitality industry to become literary 

ambassadors for the city. The ambassadors 

are frontline hotel and restaurant staff who 

meet tourists on a daily basis. Businesses in the 

programme sign a charter agreeing to the terms 

and conditions of the project. The pilot programme 

was undertaken in 2011 and resulted in the 

appointment of ambassadors from a wide range 

of hospitality businesses. Given the successful 

outcome, it is planned to extend the programme 

F. DublinSwell – Marie Heaney, Nobel Laureate Seamus Heaney, President Mary McAleese, Dr. Martin McAleese

G. Food Writers at Great Writing - Great Places – Catherine Cleary, Georgina Campbell, Catherine Fulvio and  

Ross Golden BannonF

G

I  would  like to 

say thank you very 

much, I thoroughly 

enjoyed the evening.  

I attended Matters 

of Grave Importance 

too, and  this  

also was  a  very 

enjoyable evening.
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to other businesses in 2012. In addition, many city 

hotels and pubs have installed the UNESCO City of 

Literature plaque and promote the literary map of 

the city.

Preservation, promotion and dissemination of 

domestic and foreign literature

The overall communication programme of the 

Offi ce of Dublin UNESCO City of Literature 

promotes domestic and foreign literature. As 

documented in this fi rst Annual Report, domestic 

literature has been promoted through a diverse 

range of projects such as Great Writing-Great 

Places and Dublin: One City, One Book. Foreign 

literature has been promoted to the Dublin 

audience with events such as Literature Night, 

the Dublin Writers Festival which is supported by 

Dublin City Council, author and poet tours and 

exchange projects. 

Every opportunity is taken to promote the literary 

city abroad. Dublin writers and publishers 

attending events outside the country are equipped 

with City of Literature promotional material for use 

at book fairs, readings, trade shows etc.

Encouraging the publishing sector to translate 

literary works

In association with Trinity College Dublin, Dublin 

UNESCO City of Literature facilitated the creation 

of a Fellowship in Literary Translation.  

Ireland Literature Exchange presented four of 

Ireland’s leading authors to a Dublin audience at 

the Central Library in Dublin city centre. These 

writers have, between them, works in translation 

in French, Italian, German, Czech, Norwegian, 

Bulgarian, Romanian, Slovene and Croatian.

Diversity of editorial initiatives and publishing 

houses

Discussions have begun with Publishing Ireland 

aimed at encouraging Dublin-based publishers to 

recognise the value and potential of the UNESCO 

City of Literature by branding newly published 

books with the legend: ‘Published in Dublin 

UNESCO City of Literature’.

In addition, the Offi ce facilitated the promotion of 

The Dublin Book Festival 2011, an annual festival 

which promotes books published in Dublin and 

Ireland. Such festivals promote the range of Irish 

publications and increase the profi le of Dublin 

publishing houses. 

Utilising the media to promote literature and 

strengthen the market

The Offi ce of Dublin UNESCO City of Literature 

uses traditional and online media to promote 

literary activity, the city’s literary infrastructure, and 

its writers. These communications are strategically 

targeted to inform and enthuse the wider public. 

The City of Literature designation for Dublin 

received widespread coverage in national and 

international media, both traditional and online in 

July 2010. From that time, the media coverage has 

been overwhelmingly positive and supportive with 

many Irish journalists announcing the designation 

as a welcome ‘good news’ story. Indicative 

examples of the type of coverage received include:
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• In September 2010, The Irish Times 

produced a special supplement entitled 

‘City of Words’ which showcased the city’s 

contemporary and classic writers. The 

supplement also featured contemporary 

Dublin writers who shared their personal 

thoughts on Dublin as a literary city and the 

writers it had produced.

• The Aer Lingus in-flight magazine, Cara, 

featured an in-depth article on Dublin as a 

literary destination in its December/January 

2011 publication.

• Dublin’s City of Literature status has also 

featured in many annual travel guides 

including Time Out Dublin (2011), The Sunday 

Times’ Travel Supplement and In Your Pocket 

Guide (2011).

• As part of their ‘Future Cities’ series CNN 

filmed four programmes on Dublin. With the 

overall theme of the UNESCO designation, one 

programme was devoted to the literary city.

Since the announcement of the designation a 

notably large number of journalists have travelled 

to Dublin to highlight the city as an attractive 

cultural and literary destination for their home 

audiences. Facilitated by Dublin Tourism, Fáilte 

Ireland, and Tourism Ireland, travel media, both 

traditional and online, in Ireland, Denmark, Dubai, 

Germany, France, Australia, the United Kingdom, 

Belgium, Sweden, Holland, South Korea, China, 

Malaysia and the United States of America 

have given prominence to Dublin as a cultural 

destination.

This Annual Report records the breadth and 

depth of activities undertaken by the Office of 

Dublin UNESCO City of Literature over a period 

of 16 months in support of, and with a view to 

leveraging, cultural, social and economic benefit 

from the designation of Dublin city as a UNESCO 

City of Literature. It has been a time of celebration, 

information, and participation, of partnerships at 

home and abroad - and has created a valuable 

platform on which the necessary thinking and 

planning for the years ahead can be focused - and 

is just the beginning of the Dublin UNESCO City of 

Literature story.

H. Dublin: One City One Book – musicians Philip King, Sinéad O’Connor, author Joseph O’Connor and Glen Hansard

I. Writers at the announcement of the designation 

H

I
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What is the Creative Cities Network?

A network of creative cities, working together 

towards a common mission for cultural diversity 

and sustainable urban development.

Member cities are recognised as:

• “Creative hubs” that promote socio-

economic and cultural development through 

creative industries in both the developed and 

the developing world

• “Socio-cultural clusters” connecting socio-

culturally diverse communities to create a 

healthy urban environment

• The Network aims at developing international 

cooperation among cities and encouraging 

them to drive joint development partnerships 

in line with UNESCO’s global priorities of 

“culture and development” and “sustainable 

development”

• Once a city is appointed to the Network, 

it can share experiences and create new 

opportunities with other cities on a global 

platform, notably for activities based on the 

notions of creative economy and creative 

tourism

UNESCO Cities Of literature – Criteria and 
Characteristics

• Quality, quantity and diversity of editorial 

initiatives and publishing houses

• Quality and quantity of educational 

programmes focusing on domestic or foreign 

literature in primary and secondary schools 

as well as universities

• Urban environment in which literature, drama 

and/or poetry play an integral role

• Experience in hosting literary events and 

festivals aiming at promoting domestic and 

foreign literature

• Libraries, bookstores and public or 

private cultural centres dedicated to the 

preservation, promotion and dissemination of 

domestic and foreign literature

• Active effort by the publishing sector to 

translate literary works from diverse national 

languages and foreign literature

• Active involvement of media, including 

new media, in promoting literature and 

strengthening the market for literary products

J. Authors Claudia Carroll and Patricia Scanlan at the announcement  

of UNESCO City of Literature Designation July 2010

J
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Appendix 1

Management Group Members

• Margaret Hayes, Dublin City Librarian. Chair, 

Dublin UNESCO City of Literature 

• Jane Alger, Director, Dublin UNESCO City of 

Literature

• Sarah Bannan/Liz Powell, Head of Literature, 

The Arts Council (Sarah Bannan on maternity 

leave from October 2011)

• Chris Flynn, Principal Officer, Department of 

Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (formerly 

Department Tourism, Culture & Sport)

• Alan Hayes, Publisher (formerly President, 

Publishing Ireland)

• Fiona Ross, Director of the National Library 

of Ireland

• Joe Woods, Director of Poetry Ireland 

Office of Dublin UNESCO  

City of Literature Staff

• Elizabeth Cuddy

• Catherine Duffy

Steering Group Members

• The Abbey Theatre

• Booksellers’ Association of Ireland

• Children’s Books Ireland

• Clár na Leabhar Gaeilge

• Culture Ireland

• Dublin City Arts Office

• Dublin Tourism

• Fáilte Ireland

• Foras na Gaeilge

• Ireland Literature Exchange

• Irish Book Awards

• Irish Copyright Licensing Agency

• Irish Pen

• The Irish Times

• Irish Writers’ Centre

• Publishing Ireland

• RTÉ

• The Stinging Fly

• Sunday Independent

• Trinity College Dublin

• University College Dublin

• Éilis Ní Dhuibhne (Writer)

• Colm Tóibín (Writer)

Appendices
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2010/11 Projects and Activities

It is the policy of Dublin UNESCO City of Literature 

Offi ce to work with a wide range of partners. Below 

is a list of the projects, events and partners from 

September 2010-December 2011

• Across the Boundaries – Talking about 

Thomas Kilroy - free public performance of 

Blake. 

Oscar Wilde Centre, Trinity College 

Dept. Tourism, Culture & Sport (part funded)

• Author Development through Online 

Technology – creating online support for 

emerging writers. Two projects supported

Irish Writers’ Centre

Writing.ie

• BBC TV Celebrity MasterChef – fi ve Irish 

writers and the Director of Dublin UNESCO 

City of Literature took part in a programme 

devoted to Dublin - the literary city. 

Filmed in Farmleigh, the writers’ participation 

was arranged by City of Literature Offi ce and 

Fáilte Ireland 

• Bloom 2011 – a UNESCO City of Literature-

themed show garden. Designed and project-

managed by Dublin City Council’s Parks 

Division.

Bord Bia

Dublin City Council Parks & Landscape 

Division 

• Bringing It All Back Home – a series of 

residencies and one-off visits by writers to 

communities and places of meaning in their 

lives.

Poetry Ireland

Dept. Tourism, Culture & Sport (part funded)

• Branding Buildings – erecting plaques with 

the UNESCO City of Literature logo outside 

buildings of literary interest or activity.

Dublin City Public Libraries

Dept. Tourism, Culture & Sport (part funded)

• Connecting Writers with Communities 

– fi ve strands to this project. An author and 

illustrator interacted with teen mothers; 

Laureate na nÓg (Children’s Laureate) 

worked with visually impaired children; a 

project in the south west of Dublin involved 

introducing parents and children to books 

at an early age; creative writing and diary 

keeping were used to encourage creative 

engagement with primary school children; 

a graphic novelist worked with children with 

dyslexia.

Children’s Books Ireland

Dept. Tourism, Culture & Sport (part funded)

• Dublin: A Renaissance City of 

Literature? Conference – support for a 

free two-day conference which was open to 

the public and held in Marsh’s Library.

School of English, Trinity College Dublin

Dept Tourism, Culture & Sport (part funded)

• Dublin Book Festival – ‘Dublin, its place in 

poetry’ was the title of a City of Literature-

sponsored event involving seven Dublin 

poets.

Dublin Book Festival

• Dublin Writers’ Festival – support for three 

UNESCO City of Literature-themed events 

in the Dublin Writers’ Festival highlighted 

Dublin’s sister cities of Literature – 

Edinburgh, Melbourne and Iowa. Workshops 

were also included and were targeted 

at teenage writers, emerging writers not 

undergoing formal training and post grad 

students from UCD and Trinity universities.

Dublin Writers’ Festival

Dublin City Council Arts Offi ce

Dept. Tourism, Culture & Sport (part funded)

Appendix 2
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• Fellowship in Literary Translation – the 

visiting fellow in literary translation invited 

submissions from those interested in classes 

in literary translation. As part of Russian 

Week a free public lecture was held in the 

Long Room Hub, Trinity College Dublin. 

Trinity Foundation, Trinity College 

Dept. Tourism, Culture & Sport (part funded)

• Flann 100 - Flann O’Brien Centenary 

Weekend – Free events celebrating aspects 

of Flann O’Brien’s writings. 

School of English, Trinity College Dublin

• Great Writing - Great Places – a series 

of eight events held in the autumn which 

brought writers into places which were 

unusual but relevant to their writing e.g. 

crime writers in the Four Courts. 

Writing.ie

• Icelandic Teachers – literary activities were 

organised for a group of 30 teachers from 

Reykjavik, a sister City of Literature. 

Visitors’ Centre in Trinity College Dublin 

James Joyce Centre 

Irish Writers’ Centre 

Rutland Street School 

Curriculum Development Unit 

• Irish language City of Literature website 

Foras na Gaeilge (part funded) 

Dept. Tourism, Culture & Sport (part funded)

• Literature Night – celebration of European 

literature held on the same night in capital 

cities across Europe. Dublin participated for 

the first time in May 2011 and the theme was 

crime writing. 

Alliance Française 

British Council 

Czech Centres 

Embassy of Czech Republic 

Italian Cultural Institute

• Meitheal – City of Literature and Ireland 

Literature Exchange had a joint stand at a 

pre-Meitheal tourism event in the Mansion 

House attended by nearly 300 international 

tour operators. 

Dublin Tourism 

Fáilte Ireland 

Ireland Literature Exchange

• Penguin RTÉ Guide – Short Story 

Competition. 

RTÉ Guide 

Penguin Books

• St. Patrick’s Festival - DublinSwell – a 

celebration of Dublin writers and writing held 

in March in the Convention Centre. 

St. Patrick’s Festival 

Dept. Tourism, Culture & Sport (part funded) 

Dublin City Council (part funded)

• Family Literary Trail – created by City 

of Literature staff as part of St. Patrick’s 

Festival. 

St. Patrick’s Festival

• Brilliant – a specially commissioned 

short story by Roddy Doyle was theme of 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 18,000 copies 

distributed to libraries in Greater Dublin area 

and emailed to all primary schools in Greater 

Dublin area. 

St. Patrick’s Festival 

Dept. Tourism, Culture & Sport (part funded)

• Poemsong and Ballads - music from 

Ulysses and Finnegans Wake – free public 

Bloomsday events in St. Stephen’s Green. 

James Joyce Centre 

Dept. Tourism, Culture & Sport (part funded)
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• Phil Lynott Exhibition – showcasing the 

career of the singer, songwriter, poet and 

musician.

Hot Press Magazine

Dept. Tourism, Culture & Sport (part funded)

• Reader in Residence – for primary school 

children in 16 inner city schools and four 

libraries in Dublin city. A nine month contract 

enabled the Reader to work with children 

and their parents to enthuse them with the 

love of reading.

Sarah Purcell, Reader in Residence

Dublin City Libraries

Home School Liaison Coordinators

Dept. Tourism, Culture & Sport (part funded)

• Samuel Beckett Summer School – 

support given for inaugural summer school 

free public event.

School of English, Trinity College Dublin

Dept. Tourism, Culture & Sport (part funded)

• Story Lab – a series of workshops designed 

to engage children with stories in as many 

ways as possible – writing, drawing, 

recording, reading and listening. The stories 

have been donated to the Dublin and Irish 

Collection of Dublin City Libraries and the 

technology for a mobile story lab has been 

created which will allow it to be used in 

different venues across the city.

Children’s Books Ireland

Dept. Tourism, Culture & Sport (part funded)

• Ulysses Reading Groups – support given 

for Ulysses for Christmas and Ulysses 

Evenings programme.

Sweny’s Pharmacy

Dept. Tourism, Culture & Sport (part funded)

• Work Experience – a work experience 

student in her fi nal degree year spent three 

months setting up social media for City of 

Literature.

Tanya Brennan (Work Experience Student)

Institute of Technology Blanchardstown

• Writers’ Engagement Fora – two events 

held in World Café style format in the 

National Library for writers at all levels. 

Potential of the designation discussed.

Karan Thompson Consulting Ltd

Dept. Tourism, Culture & Sport (part funded)

K. From The X Factor Annual 2011. Pedigree Books,  2010.K
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Dublin UNESCO City of Literature Management Group

Margaret Hayes 

Chair, Dublin UNESCO City 

of Literature and Dublin City 

Librarian

Chris Flynn 

Principal Officer, 

Department of Tourism, 

Culture & Sport

Jane Alger 

Director, Dublin UNESCO 

City of Literature 

Alan Hayes 

Publisher and Arts Programmer

Joe Woods 

Director, Poetry Ireland

Sarah Bannan 

Head of Literature, Arts Council

Fiona Ross 

Director, National Library 

of Ireland
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