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Actor and children’s author Chris O’Dowd with author Nick V. Murphy at a children’s event in Liberty Hall to promote Moone Boy 2 – The Fish Detective
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CHAIR

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 

Director Jane Alger and her staff for their dedicated 

work throughout the year. The important role of 

the Management and Steering Groups in bringing 

together the many strands of literary endeavour 

in the city is also acknowledged. Thanks also are 

due to the Department of Arts, Heritage and the 

Gaeltacht whose support, advice and sponsorship 

makes a major contribution to our work – as do the 

many other partners and contributors who continue 

to support the designation – their commitment is 

an essential factor in the success of our efforts to 

deliver on the full potential of the Dublin UNESCO 

City of Literature designation.

As Chair of the Management Group, I once again 

commend all who made 2015 a year of successful 

endeavour – our partners, the writers, audiences 

and individuals who gave of their time and talents 

– and I look forward with renewed confidence to 

further successes in the future. 

Margaret Hayes 

Dublin City Librarian 

Chair Dublin UNESCO City of Literature 

Management Group

The continued expansion and development of 

the Creative Cities Network, and in particular, the 

addition of newly designated Cities of Literature, 

offers Dublin the opportunity to widen its remit 

and to forge new cultural links with like minded 

communities across the globe.  

With this process in mind, I am delighted to report 

significant progress in scoping the new Dublin 

UNESCO City of Literature strategic plan which 

will put in place a framework enabling Dublin to 

realise its ambitions as a UNESCO City of Literature 

over the period 2016 – 2018. The plan, due for 

publication in January of next year, will outline the 

city’s strategy under six themes including Identity, 

Advocacy and Promotion; The A–Z of writing, 

reading and storytelling; Building Relationships and 

Networks; StoryHouse – Creating new places for 

culture; Leadership – Structures and Resources; 

Research and Evaluation.

There is clear evidence that Dubliners are visiting 

libraries in greater numbers than ever - to read, 

relax, study, research and participate in cultural 

and learning programmes – and I am pleased 

also to report that work continues apace on the 

new City Library, designed to act as a hub for the 

Parnell Square Cultural Quarter and providing a 21st 

century window on the world of knowledge and 

culture for the city’s 1.2 million population –  

a meeting place both for people and ideas.  

A new DUCoL dedicated website is under 

construction at present and is due to go live  

in 2016. 

The Office of Dublin UNESCO City of Literature 

(DUCoL), supported and resourced by Dublin 

City Council’s public library service and Dublin 

City Council’s Strategic Policy Committee for Arts, 

Culture, Leisure and Community, continues its 

efforts to develop local, national and international 

links – whilst delivering innovative and imaginative 

programmes, both as part of the city libraries’ 

regular service, and in association with the many 

partner organisations and institutions which do so 

much to create and sustain Dublin’s literary ethos. 
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City of Literature Annual Report – 2015

The management and promotion of the 

designation ‘Dublin UNESCO City of Literature’ 

is the responsibility of the Dublin UNESCO City 

of Literature Office (DUCoL), working under the 

auspices of Dublin City Council’s public library 

service. The Director of the office reports to a 

six person management group which is chaired 

by the Dublin City Librarian. The work of the 

management group is further informed by a 

steering group composed of representatives of 

local and national government, tourism interests, 

publishers’ and writers’ groups, the media, arts 

and culture organisations and the universities, all 

of whom drive the designation in their various 

areas of responsibility. See Appendix 1 for list of 

members.

This report underlines the ongoing commitment 

of DUCoL, together with the management and 

steering groups, to further developing awareness 

of the capital city’s unique literary culture, both at 

home and abroad – and to ensuring that writers 

and writing remain a central focus in the fields of 

innovation and creativity – now clearly identified as 

vital elements in Dublin’s economic future.

B: The new Wall of Writers in Raheny Library

C: Dublin City Libraries’ Readers’ Day at the Dublin Book Festival

B

C
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Making Connections

Bram Stoker Festival

The city celebrated four days of ‘Living Stories 

and Deadly Adventures’ during the annual Bram 

Stoker Festival, inspired by the Dublin author of 

Dracula, over the October Bank Holiday weekend. 

The festival was re-branded this year and 

events included an installation by artist Maser in 

Smithfield, a Macnas street parade and family-

friendly Stokerland in Wolfe Tone Square. Other 

events, with specific literary themes, took place 

in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Marsh’s Library and 

Freemasons’ Hall. Needless to say vampires and 

fangs abounded and many buildings turned blood 

red for the duration of the festival. DUCoL Director, 

Jane Alger is on the steering committee of  

the festival which is sponsored by Dublin City 

Council and Fáilte Ireland. The literary strand  

is grant-aided by the Department of Arts,  

Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

Dublin Book Festival

The festival offered something for everyone, from 

book lovers to professional writers, publishers 

and booksellers, showcasing Irish publishers and 

writers in a free, fun and accessible environment 

for all ages. The 2015 festival, grant-aided by 

the Department of the Arts, Heritage and the 

Gaeltacht and Arts Council Northern Ireland 

featured 55 events for adults and children. This 

year’s festival was the most successful to date 

with all major events booked out and most 

very well attended. Overall, the success of the 

festival continues apace with attendance figures 

growing year on year. Over 3,000 event tickets 

were booked and many people also attended 

non-ticketed events over the 4 days of the festival. 

The total estimated audience was approximately 

4,500. The Dublin Book Festival is administered by 

DUCoL and the organising committee is chaired 

by Dublin City Librarian and Chair of the DUCoL 

Management Group, Margaret Hayes. 
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D: Dublin: One City, One Book 2015 – The Barry Town Trilogy by Roddy Doyle

E: Author Catherine Dunne in conversation with Roddy Doyle for Dublin: One City, One Book

E
D

Dublin: One City, One Book

2015 was the 10th year of the Dublin: One City, 

One Book Festival and the month of April saw a 

fully programmed celebration of Roddy Doyle’s 

The Barrytown Trilogy (The Commitments, The 

Snapper and The Van). Over 60 scheduled events 

included readings, talks, music events, book 

crawls, author interviews and exhibitions. The 

highlight was a literary and musical celebration of 

the book and its characters in Vicar Street entitled 

‘Barrytown Meets MusicTown’. A partnership with 

DCC’s MusicTown Festival, the event brought 

together world renowned actors and musicians 

such as Damien Dempsey, Aidan Gillen, Glen 

Hansard, Imelda May, Colm Meaney and Ger Ryan 

– illustrating the unique character of Barrytown in a 

memorable night of words and music. 

Ireland’s exploits in Italia ’90, which featured 

in The Van, were recalled in the Aviva Stadium 

on 16th April with RTÉ’s Bill O’Herlihy, who 

interviewed special guests and football legends, 

Eamon Dunphy, John Giles and Paul McGrath.

Lingo Festival curated a spoken word and music 

event in the Workman’s Club with guests including 

Roddy Doyle, Brownbread Mixtape and John 

Cummins.

Author Catherine Dunne interviewed Roddy  

Doyle before a full house in the RDS. Both  

of them had worked together as teachers in 

Greendale School in the 1980’s and the  

audience was treated to a wonderful evening  

of conversation and literary insight. 

Reflecting the musical theme of The Commitments, 

Hot Press magazine organised an evening of 

discussion and musical memories in the Church 

Bar with panellists Dave Fanning, Eamon Carr  

and musicians Leslie Dowdall and Gerard Whelan. 

A backdrop of Hot Press covers from the era 

added to the atmosphere.

The Mansion House hosted talks on the use of 

language and the art of translating Roddy Doyle’s 

work. As in 2014, the other Dublin local authorities 

came onboard once again, hosting many events 

inspired by The Barrytown Trilogy. 

Irish Rail showcased the strong connection to  

the real life Kilbarrack in The Barrytown Trilogy  

by displaying a highly visible banner in the local 

train station reading “Welcome to Barrytown”  

– a wonderful advertisement for the festival.

In celebration of the Dublin: One City, One Book 

Festival, St. Patrick’s Festival held a special 

screening of The Snapper on 14th March in the 

Pillar Room of The Rotunda Maternity Hospital 

(which featured as a location in the film). Special 

guest Colm Meaney, who famously played the 

character of Dessie Rabbitte, took part in a Q&A 

discussion with RTÉ broadcaster John Kelly.

‘Write Here Write Now’, a nationwide writing 

competition for students related to the Barrytown 

theme, was organised by Hot Press magazine. 

Nearly 4,000 entries were received and the prizes 

were presented by the Lord Mayor of Dublin, 

Christy Burke.
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International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award

Libraries from cities in 39 countries around the 

world nominated titles for this year’s award and UK 

author Jim Crace’s novel Harvest was announced 

as the 2015 winner by Lord Mayor of Dublin and 

patron of the award Christy Burke on Wednesday 

17th June. Transatlantic, by Dublin author Colum 

McCann represented the Irish interest on a  

strong shortlist. On the following evening,  

Jim read from his book and was interviewed  

by Niall MacMonagle before a capacity audience 

of Dublin City Libraries’ book club members in 

the conference room of Dublin City Library and 

Archive, Pearse Street. 

ISLA Festival 

The 4th annual ISLA (Irish Spanish and Latin 

American) Literary Festival celebrating writing in 

the Spanish language, took place from Friday 2nd 

to Sunday 4th October. Irish writers Ruth Byrne, 

Gerard Dawe, Diarmuid Ferriter, Dave Hendrik, 

Audrey Magee, John Minihan and Lia Mills took 

part, three of whom were sponsored by DUCoL. 

Writers from Cuba, Chile, Argentina, Mexico  

and Spain also took part in the festival which  

is organised by the Instituto Cervantes.

Lingo Festival 

The 2nd Lingo Spoken Word Festival took place 

from the 16th to 18th October at six locations in 

Dublin city centre. The greatly expanded festival 

featured a range of Irish and international spoken 

word artists who took part in events including a 

poetry brunch, a poetry treasure hunt and poetry 

bingo. A staff member from the DUCoL office was 

one of the judges for the poetry slam competition 

and DUCoL sponsored a new spoken word  

piece, Citysong by Dylan Coburn along with  

a youth workshop.

Penguin/RTÉ Guide/DUCoL Writers’ Day

The 6th annual Penguin/RTÉ Guide Writers’ Day, 

in association with DUCoL, took place on Friday 

11th September. 55 aspiring writers, including 

the top 10 shortlisted entrants to the short story 

writing competition held by the RTÉ Guide over 

the summer of 2015, were invited to attend a free 

publishing workshop in Pearse Street Library. 

Organised by Penguin Ireland, attendees received 

valuable advice on getting work published from 

editors, literary agents and authors. The overall 

winner’s story was published in the RTÉ Guide.

F: Words on the Street – European Literature Night

G: Alan Breen, Dublin City Council’s Press Officer; Jane Alger, Director of Dublin UNESCO City of Literature; Jim Crace, 

2015 Award winner; Lord Mayor of Dublin, Christy Burke; Cathy McKenna, Administrator of the International IMPAC 

Dublin Literary Award; Brendan Teeling, Deputy City Librarian and Margaret Hayes, Dublin City Librarian at the 

winner announcement of the International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award in the Mansion House.

G
F
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Yeats 2015 

DUCoL contributed to the Yeats 2015 celebrations 

through sponsorship of the world premiere of 

An Cat agus an Ghealach. This was an Irish 

language translation by Gabriel Rosenstock of 

Yeats’ short play The Cat and The Moon, which 

formed part of a programme of three Yeats’ plays, 

Saints and Sinners, performed by Mouth on Fire 

Theatre Company in the New Theatre in June. The 

programme also included The Pot of Broth and 

Purgatory. DUCoL also sponsored Once Upon a 

Picture, an exhibition and workshops, related to 

Yeats’ folktales in The Ark. At DUCoL’s request  

the programme also included a special strand  

for DEIS schools in the city centre.

Readers’ Day

Dublin City Libraries’ 13th annual Readers’ Day 

took place in Smock Alley on Saturday 14th 

November as part of the Dublin Book Festival. 

The capacity audience, predominantly Dublin City 

Libraries’ book club members, enjoyed sessions 

chaired by Dave Kenny with writers Róisín Ingle, 

Naomi Linehan, Kari Rosvall, Claire Tomlin and 

Marty Whelan.

Words on the Street – European  

Literature Night  

Wednesday 20th May saw the 5th annual Words 

on the Street event take place around the Parnell 

Square/North Great George’s Street area. 11 

Irish celebrities, as well as best selling Scottish 

author Alexander McCall Smith, read pieces of 

contemporary European Literature which were 

translated into English. Among those taking part 

were Mary Kennedy, Mary McEvoy, Rick O’Shea 

and Peter Sheridan reading in venues such as 

Dublin City Gallery The Hugh Lane, Club na 

Múinteoirí, Belvedere House and the James Joyce 

Centre. Alexander McCall Smith read from his 

own work in the Abbey Presbyterian Church while 

Síle Seoige read a piece of Danish text translated 

into Irish in the Dublin Writers Museum. Each 

reading, 10 minutes in length, was repeated every 

30 minutes enabling an audience of over 2,000 

to circulate freely from reading to reading, guided 

by a specially designed event booklet. The twelve 

participating European countries were Austria, the 

Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, 

Malta, the Netherlands, Poland, Romania, Spain 

and the UK. 

H

“...writing is a solitary act which needs a community of support – but its final outcome is also another 
largely solitary act – reading. The genius of the IMPAC Prize is that it brings those two singletons 
together and the reason why it must continue its celebration of books is the fact that it values libraries 
and readers more than any other award”

Jim Crace, winner of the International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award 2015

H:  Author and comedian David O’Doherty along with Dangerologists Kim and Lucy at the launch of Danger is 

Everywhere, the Citywide Reading Campaign for Children

II: Actor Stephen Jones reading for the Austrian Embassy in Dublin City Gallery The Hugh Lane for Words on the 

Street – European Literature Night

I
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Education Programmes 

Citywide Reading for Children 

Danger is Everywhere by David O’Doherty was 

the chosen title for the 2015 Citywide Reading 

for Children campaign, which promotes reading 

for pleasure. From January to March children in 

Dublin were busy reading the book, as well as 

attending events in libraries and schools. Over 400 

children, including students with special needs 

from St. Joseph’s School in Fairview, came to a 

one-off event in Liberty Hall, where author David 

O’Doherty and illustrator Chris Judge captivated 

the audience with the silliness of Dangerologist, Dr. 

Noel Zone. Storyteller Paul Timoney also brought 

the book to life with workshops in libraries.

Hodges Figgis bookshop created a prominent 

window display during the campaign while Dublin 

City Gallery The Hugh Lane and Waterways 

Ireland also organised successful Danger is 

Everywhere events. The final event of the 

campaign took place on Sunday 15th March as  

part of St. Patrick’s Festival’s Big Day Out. The 

day included live shows with David O’Doherty  

and Chris Judge, as well as Build Your Own 

Danger Device workshops in Merrion Square.

David also did a dangerology event in Scoil 

Chiaráin Special Needs School in Glasnevin, 

which was a huge hit with the students, who 

presented him with a copy of a book they had 

created in Fighting Words.

Seven classes from inner city schools participated 

in the programme through the work of the Reader 

in Residence, Julianne Mooney. Pupils from four 

of these schools attended an event with David 

O’Doherty in Pearse Street Library.

Cabra Library continued their partnership with 

local schools in collaboration with the Home 

School Community Liaison teachers who ran 

an illustration competition based on Danger is 

Everywhere. Winning entries were displayed in the 

library. They also held an open event with David 

and Chris on 20th January for 100 children.  

Reader in Residence  

The Reader in Residence programme, run in 

association with Home School Community Liaison 

teachers continued in 2015. Working with children 

in inner city primary schools, Julianne Mooney 

encouraged reading for pleasure using carefully 

chosen books including Danger is Everywhere. 

The reader in residence worked with 34 classes 

from 7 schools comprising 675 children and 5 

libraries. Each class had a minimum of 2 library 

sessions, with some classes having all sessions 

at the local library where the school was within a 

short walking distance to the library. 

“I liked coming 
to the library with 
Julianne because 
we had so much fun 
and I use to never 
come to the library 
but now I can take 
books out as I have 
my own library card 
and I like learning 
new books.”  

Student from 
the Reader in 
Residence 

Programme

J: Reader in Residence Julianne Mooney and some of the participating students in the Reader in Residence programme

K: Journalist Madeleine Keane interviewing Czech writer Petra Hulova and Irish writer Louise O’Neill in the Mansion  

House as part of ‘Prague Days in Dublin’

K

J
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UnEsCo Creative Cities network (UCCn)
International Engagement

The annual meeting of the UNESCO Creative Cities 

Network (UCCN) was held in Kanazawa, (City of 

Crafts and Folk Art) Japan in May. 61 out of 69 

member cities were represented at the meeting 

which discussed integrating the Network’s 

new members designated in December 2014; 

strengthening the Network’s governance; defining 

the Network’s priorities for the coming year and 

reflected on the future development and strategic 

objectives of a growing and geographically 

balanced Network. Revised application and 

designation procedures as well as a four-year 

evaluation of the use of the designation by cities 

and other procedural matters were also discussed.

Following an intensive application process 

from July to September, the Cities of Literature 

evaluated applications by 12 cities from around 

the world for City of Literature designation.  

As part of the revised application procedures  

agreed in Kanazawa, existing cities in each  

of the 7 designations evaluated applications  

in their creative field. The marks assigned  

formed 50% of the overall scoring for each 

applicant city. Results were announced by 

UNESCO in December. 

Nine new Cities of Literature were designated – 

Barcelona, Spain; Baghdad, Iraq; Ljubljana, 

Slovenia; Lviv, Ukraine; Montevideo, Uruguay; 

Nottingham, UK; Óbidos, Portugal; Tartu,  

Estonia; Ulyanovsk, Russia.

Barcelona – three members of the bid team 

visited Dublin in January to sample the literary  

city, to discuss future co-operation and 

Barcelona’s bid to become a city of literature.  

The visit, which was facilitated by DUCoL, included 

a private tour of the Book of Kells and a meeting 

with the Spanish ambassador and Director of the 

Instituto Cervantes.

Barcelona – in April the traditional Saint George’s 

Day Proclamation on Reading was given by Dublin 

author John Banville. This event which focused on 

readers, marked the start of St. George’s Day and 

World Book Day, a civic occasion of great cultural 

importance in Barcelona.

Dunedin – poems by three Dublin poets Pat 

Boran, Eugene Watters and Enda Wyley were 

beautifully showcased in Dunedin, New Zealand 

as part of an exhibition of poetry from all the 

UNESCO Cities of Literature. 
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Edinburgh – the 10th anniversary of the city’s 

designation as a UNESCO City of Literature was 

celebrated with a reception hosted by the Lord 

Provost at which brochures, flyers and materials 

from other Cities of Literature, including Dublin, 

were available.

Granada – to celebrate the city’s designation in 

2014 as a UNESCO City of Literature a special 

stand at the Granada Book Fair in April carried 

examples of literary activities in all the Cities of 

Literature, including Dublin.

Heidelberg – the newly designated UNESCO 

City of Literature invited representatives from 

all the Cities of Literature to Heidelberg during 

their literary festival in June. Several meetings 

were held, at which UNESCO organisational 

issues were discussed and plans made for joint 

projects. Links with local organisations were also 

established – these included translation and young 

playwright projects which will bear fruit in 2016. 

Iowa – the close relationship between Dublin and 

Iowa UNESCO City of Literature was illustrated 

at a special reception at the US ambassador’s 

residence in April. Christopher Merrill, Director 

of the University of Iowa International Writing 

Program, spoke at the launch of Town Stitched 

by River, an anthology by Irish writers who have 

taken part in the university’s International Writing 

Program. The production of the limited edition 

anthology was organised by Alan Hayes of Arlen 

House publishing. Alan is a member of the Dublin 

UNESCO City of Literature Management Group. 

Iowa – award-winning Chinese American writer 

Yiyun Li spoke at an event in Hodges Figgis 

bookshop in June, organised by the Director  

of the Irish Writing program at the University  

of Iowa in association with DUCoL.

Korea – Deputy Dublin City Librarian Brendan 

Teeling met a representative from the Literature 

Translation Institute of Korea in May. They 

discussed the promotion of the International 

IMPAC Dublin Literary Award in Korea.

Krakow – Krakow UNESCO City of Literature 

continued their promotion of poetry from Cities of 

Literature. Poems by Pat Boran, Katherine Duffy, 

Dave Lordan, Iggy McGovern and W.B. Yeats were 

projected onto a wall in the main square in Krakow. 

Melbourne – visitors from Melbourne City of 

Literature who were welcomed to Dublin, included 

a representative from the Centre for Youth 

Literature and a recipient of a Melbourne City of 

Literature travel fund. Discussions centred around 

literary programming in Dublin.

Norwich – Norwich City of Literature ran a 

novel campaign in December. Entitled ‘Library 

Advent Calendar’, the campaign celebrated the 

wonderful work done in libraries – by sharing 

photos of libraries from across the world during 

the advent period (1st – 24th December) across 

their social media feeds. Images from all the Cities 

of Literature were mixed with some from Norwich 

and the UK to create a powerful statement of the 

value of libraries. Dublin’s Ballyfermot Library was 

represented by a beautiful image taken during 

Dublin City Council’s Children’s Arts in Libraries 

programme showing dancers Lucia Kickham and 

Neil Brown performing in the library along with a 

quote from the DUCoL Director. 

Prague – ‘Prague and Dublin – Cities of Literature’ 

was the title of a discussion between Czech writer 

Petra Hulova and Irish writer Louise O’Neill held in 

the Oak Room in the Mansion House. Moderated 

by Madeleine Keane, it attracted a capacity 

audience and generated a lively discussion. The 

event was part of the ‘Prague Days in Dublin’ 

promotion by Prague City Council in association 

with the embassy of the Czech Republic.

Prague – Jessica Traynor’s poem, Neary’s On  

a June Evening featured on poster sites around  

the city in a bid to boost the awareness of their 

recent designation. 
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Shenzhen – two projects representing Dublin 

were entered in the bi-annual Shenzhen Award for 

Young Talents organised by Shenzhen UNESCO 

City of Design. The competition is open to young 

designers in all UCCN member cities. The student 

award was won in 2013 by a Dublin designer, 

unfortunately neither of the Dublin entries were 

successful this time. The Dublin participation is in 

association with Dublin City Council’s Architects’ 

Department.

St. Petersburg – a delegation from St Petersburg 

visited Dublin in October to develop the business 

and cultural links between the two cities. Literary 

links between the two cities and the UNESCO 

designation formed part of a discussion about 

culture and tourism. 

Tartu – a group of 10 librarians visited Dublin in 

late July as Tartu was an aspirant UNESCO City 

of Literature. DUCoL organised a guided tour and 

wine reception in Marsh’s Library and a tour of the 

Book of Kells exhibition.

The Hague – a large delegation from The Hague 

came to Dublin while researching the possibility of 

applying for City of Literature designation. 

Wonju – a delegation from Wonju in South Korea 

came to Dublin to investigate the possibility 

of making an application for City of Literature 

designation. 

UNESCO Cities of Literature – the cities of 

literature complied a summer reading list featuring 

a book by an author from each city. The books 

were chosen because they were interesting, 

entertaining and had been widely translated, 

thus ensuring their availability to an international 

audience. The list was promoted on the websites 

of all the Cities of Literature. The Dublin choice 

was Let the Great World Spin by Dubliner  

Colum McCann. 

 

Tourism

Fáilte Ireland has developed four key themes 

for its marketing policy for Dublin. City of Words 

which promotes the literary city; Living Bay; Dublin 

Stories, Hidden and Untold; and Extraordinary 

Days & Happening Nights. The aim is to 

uniquely position Dublin by offering memorable 

experiences to visitors.

Videos promoting the literary city have been 

produced by Fáilte Ireland, one of which ‘Go Wilde 

in Dublin’ uses quotes from Oscar Wilde.

The Destination Dublin team in Fáilte Ireland 

produced an ezine Dublin by the Book which 

promotes the designation and the literary-related 

festivals in the city. This has been circulated 

throughout the tourism trade both at home 

and abroad. It was also circulated among the 

members of the UCCN.

‘Dublin By the Book’ was also the tagline used on 

the Visit Dublin site encouraging visitors to come 

to Dublin in the Spring – Why not start your next 

chapter in Dublin as the UNESCO City of Literature 

celebrates its literary legacy with a litany of book 

festivals and events?. 

Dublin’s City of Literature status was featured in 

an advertising campaign by Ethiopian Airlines in 

Addis Ababa to promote the opening of a direct 

route between the city and Dublin.

The designation was cited in an article on the 

Airport Parking Shop blog where Dublin was listed 

among the best literary holidays in the world.

“Little wonder it’s a UNESCO City of Literature” 

was the verdict of an article entitled Dublin by 

the Book in Singapore Airlines in-flight magazine 

January 2015.

Information about the UNESCO designation, 

literary festivals and the International Dublin 

Literary Award is routinely distributed to Irish 

embassies worldwide both electronically and in 

hard copy via the Department of Foreign Affairs 

and Trade.
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other Engagements 2015

DUCoL Chair, Margaret Hayes; Director, Jane 

Alger and staff members represented Dublin 

UNESCO City of Literature at a number of events 

and conferences in 2015, including:

•	 As part of the commemoration of the 750th 

anniversary of Dante’s birth, organised in 

Dublin by the Italian Cultural Institute, the 

Chair of DUCoL, Margaret Hayes, read an 

extract from Inferno in the National Gallery 

on 28th November.

•	 The Director of DUCoL took part in a 

comprehensive review of the Bloomsday 

festival which was initiated by the James 

Joyce Centre and Fáilte Ireland.

•	 DUCoL made a submission to the 

Department of Arts, Heritage and the 

Gaeltacht for the Culture 2025 policy 

document.

•	 The Director of DUCoL attended the 

inaugural City of Film Award which was 

organised by Galway UNESCO City of Film. 

The award was presented to President 

Michael D. Higgins on 30th November.

•	 The Director of DUCoL gave a presentation 

to a group of tourism students from Athlone 

IT about marketing the literary city and its 

tourism potential.

•	 DUCoL arranged for Dutch language 

students to meet actor Phelim Drew to 

discuss the evolution of the Dublin accent.

•	 The Director of DUCoL was a judge for the 

Irish Writers Centre Novel Fair in February.

•	 A group of 15 European teachers attended 

an in-service course with TCD in late 

July and part of their course work was a 

presentation on literary Dublin. The teachers 

met with DUCoL staff to discuss Dublin: One 

City, One Book and the Children’s Citywide 

Reading Campaign.

•	 DUCoL staff spoke to Italian tourism 

students who were in Dublin on a study trip.

•	 The Director of DUCoL was interviewed 

for The Quill, the Trinity College English 

Department student magazine.

•	 In April, the Director of DUCoL launched 

Hennessy Book of Irish Fiction 2005 – 2015 

published by New Island and edited by 

Dermot Bolger and Ciaran Carty.

 

CAFE CAIRo, TRInITY CITY HoTEL by Gary Singh

“Cafe Cairo, your liquid temple of secondhand books 
and glass, laptop jammed with secret evening 
soirees and mysteries to guide you down the 
hall where the poet’s masterpiece will hail 
those Dublin taxis and their scared fares.”

Extract taken from a poem composed following  

a visit to Dublin by the San José journalist.

CAFE CAIRo, 
TRInITY CITY HoTEL 
by Gary Singh

“Cafe Cairo, your 
liquid temple of 
secondhand books 
and glass, laptop 
jammed with secret 
evening soirees and 
mysteries to guide 
you down the hall 
where the poet’s 
masterpiece will hail 
those Dublin taxis 
and their scared 
fares.”

Extract taken from 

a poem composed 

following a visit to 

Dublin by the San 

José journalist.
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2015 Projects/Partnerships

It is the policy of the Dublin UNESCO City of 

Literature Office to work with a wide range of 

partners. Below are projects and partnerships 

during 2015 in addition to those listed elsewhere:

•	 Following an approach from the Innovation 

Academy at the O’Brien Centre for 

Science in UCD, DUCoL assisted a group 

of post graduate students who worked 

on a communications plan for City of 

Literature which was presented in December. 

Innovation Academy, UCD

•	 Award-winning, best selling Dublin author 

Colum McCann enthralled a capacity 

audience of 400 at an event in the Edmund 

Burke Theatre in Trinity College on 8th 

October. School of English, Trinity College 

and Bloomsbury Publishers

•	 Best selling UK author Elizabeth Gilbert 

spoke to a capacity audience at an event  

in Liberty Hall on 26th November.  

Bloomsbury Publishers

•	 Actor and children’s author Chris O’Dowd 

along with author Nick V. Murphy enthralled 

450 children in Liberty Hall at an event  

to mark the publication of Moone Boy 2  

– The Fish Detective on 14th October.  

Macmillan Children’s Books

•	 DUCoL once again partnered with CBI in 

presenting book clinics across the city. The 

Book Clinics provided children with an 

interactive literature experience and quality 

printed materials to promote the importance 

of books and stories in their lives. This 

year seven book clinics were held at three 

locations: International Literature Festival 

Dublin, Bloom in Pheonix Park – Ireland’s 

biggest garden festival and Culture Night. 

The clinics reached 840 children  

and reinforced DUCoL’s mission to 

encourage children to read for pleasure.  

Children’s Book Ireland (CBI)

•	 Team Ireland, sponsored by DUCoL, 

narrowly missed out on a place in the  

quarter finals of the annual Brave  

New Voices international youth poetry  

slam festival competition in Atlanta.  

Inspireland

•	 DUCoL was an active partner in Dublin 

2020, the city’s bid to be the European 

Capital of Culture in 2020.  

Dublin City Council Arts Office 

•	 DUCoL worked with the Events Section  

of Dublin City Council to create a  

Literary Love Trail around the city  

for St.Valentine’s Day.  

Events Section of Dublin City Council

•	 DUCoL supported Once Upon A Picture 

inspired by Yeats 2015, organised and 

delivered by The Ark Children’s Cultural 

Centre. Running during the month of April it 

attracted an audience of 2,300 children up  

to 12 years of age.  

The Ark Children’s Cultural Centre

•	 The Lacomic Cup humour short story 

writing competition on the HeadStuff website 

was supported by DUCoL. HeadStuff.org

•	 The Ulysses Translation Reading and 

Recording project and the International 

Reading series in Sweny’s Pharmacy were 

supported by DUCoL. Sweny’s Pharmacy

•	 The New Theatre’s New Writing 

Programme which mentors emerging 

playwrights with monthly reading sessions 

and a week of performances each November 

was supported by DUCoL. The New Theatre

•	 The New Theatre’s Ballyfermot 

Youthreach Project which provides 

facilities and support for young playwrights 

was supported by DUCoL. The New Theatre 

and Ballyfermot Youthreach

•	  DUCoL supported a series of literary 

salons at the James Joyce Centre during 

April, June and July. The purpose of the 

salons was to create a gathering of people 

to share information and ideas, in a way that 

is more accessible than conventional author 

readings or panel discussions.  

The James Joyce Centre
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Appendix 1

Management Group Members

• Chair – Margaret Hayes, Dublin City Librarian

• Director – Jane Alger

• Valerie Bistany, Director, Irish Writers Centre

(Joined December 2015)

• Sandra Collins, Director, National Library of

Ireland (Replaced Catherine Fahy, Acting

Director, from December 2015)

• Thérèse O’Connor, Assistant Principal

Officer, Department of Arts, Heritage and the

Gaeltacht (Replaced Chris Flynn, Principal

Officer, from August 2015)

• Alan Hayes, Publisher/Arts Programmer

• Maureen Kennelly, Director of Poetry Ireland

Office of Dublin UNESCO City 

of Literature Staff

• Jackie Lynam

• Elizabeth Cuddy

Steering Group Members

• The Abbey Theatre

•  Booksellers’ Association of Ireland

• Children’s Books Ireland

• Clár na Leabhar Gaeilge

• Culture Ireland

• Dublin City Arts Office

• Fáilte Ireland

• Foras na Gaelige

• Ireland Literature Exchange

• Irish Book Awards

• Irish Copyright Licensing Agency

• Irish Pen

• The Irish Times

• Irish Writers’ Centre

• Publishing Ireland

• RTÉ

• The Stinging Fly

• Sunday Independent

• Trinity College Dublin

• University College Dublin

• Éilis Ní Dhuibhne (Writer)

• Colm Tóibín (Writer)
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Appendix 2

Communications

• Ballyfermot	Echo

• Blanch	Gazette

• The	Clare	Champion

• Clondalkin	Echo

• Dublin	City	Gazette

• Dundalk	Democrat

• Dún	Laoghaire	Gazette

• The	Herald

• Hot	Press	Magazine

• Irish	Daily	Star

• Irish	Daily	Mail

• Irish	Daily	Mirror

• Irish	Examiner

• Irish	Independent

• The	Irish	Sun

• The	Irish	Times

• Limerick	Leader

• Lucan	Echo

• Northside	People

• The	Phoenix

• RTÉ	Guide

• Senior	Times

• Southside	People

• Sunday	Business	Post

• Sunday	Independent

• The	Sunday	Times

• Sunday	World

• Totally	Dublin

• Westmeath	Examiner

Dublin UNESCO City of Literature received substantial domestic and international 

print, broadcast and social media coverage in 2015. Below are the Irish print 

publications which covered the festivals and events run by the DUCoL office.
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UnEsCo Cities of Literature

Since December 2015 there are now 20 cities in our network

Baghdad, Iraq

Barcelona, Spain

Dublin, Ireland

Dunedin, New Zealand

Edinburgh, Scotland

Granada, Spain

Heidelberg, Germany

Iowa City, USA

Krakow, Poland

Ljubljana, Slovenia

Lviv, Ukraine

Melbourne, Australia

Montevideo, Uruguay

Norwich, England

Nottingham, England

Óbidus, Portugal

Prague, Czech Republic

Reykjavik, Iceland

Tartu, Estonia

Ulyanovsk, Russia

Visit www.dublincityofliterature.ie email cityofliterature@dublincity.ie                                       dublincityofliterature                   @dublincityoflit


