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Introduction

Chair of the Dublin UNESCO City of Literature 

management group, City Librarian Margaret Hayes, 

retired from her position in May 2018. We wish to 

thank her most sincerely for her years of dedicated 

service to this group and to DUCoL. We are very 

grateful to Brendan Teeling, Acting Dublin City 

Librarian, for his great support of the office during 

the remainder of the year.

We acknowledge the ongoing resourcing and 

support of Dublin City Council, its executives and 

councillors and all programme partners. 

Alison Lyons 

Director

Dublin UNESCO City of Literature

Dublin UNESCO City of Literature is committed to 

working toward the UN Sustainable Development 

Goals through the many programmes and initiatives 

organised by the office. Goals centred around good 

health and well-being, quality education, gender 

equality, sustainable cities and communities, and 

reduced inequalities informed the work done in 

2018. Working so closely with Dublin City Libraries 

and Dublin City Council helps to embed the positive 

message of these goals within the communities of 

the city and we could not have the successes we do 

without this support. 

One of the main highlights of the year was the Dublin 

One City One Book festival, which honoured 30 

Irish women writers with the book The Long Gaze 

Back, edited by Sinéad Gleeson. The month of April 

became a long overdue celebration of female writers 

going back as far as Maria Edgeworth, all the way 

up to young contemporary writers Lisa McInerney 

and Eimear Ryan. A huge number of partners got 

involved this year, plus a flagship event in the Royal 

Hospital Kilmainham, meant a growth of over 20% 

in attendance on the previous year. DUCoL plans 

to mark the achievements of more women writers 

in the coming years and redress the imbalance that 

had existed in our programming. 

Of course the International Dublin Literary Award, 

won by Mike McCormack with Solar Bones, was 

the other big event of 2018, but the office also 

reached out to the citizens of the city with the 

Readers in Residence programme, celebration of 

literature in translation with Words on the Street, the 

Citywide Reading Campaign for children plus free 

author events and plenty of support, both in-kind 

and financially, of festivals throughout the year. 

Partnerships with many organisations have been 

nurtured and will continue to grow and flourish in 

the future as we look towards developing a new 

Strategic Plan in 2019. 
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City of Literature Annual Report – 2018

Making Literary Connections
February Author Series:

Jess Kidd in conversation with Rick O’Shea

8th February

An enthusiastic audience attended this author 

event in DCLA, organised in conjunction with 

Canongate Publishing. Members of broadcaster 

Rick O’Shea’s online book club were among the 

audience, who were highly entertained by Jess’s 

readings from her new book The Hoarder, and her 

accounts of her writing methods. Dubray Books 

provided a pop up shop in the Dublin Room on the 

evening, with Jess staying to sign copies.

Joanna Trollope

15th February

DUCoL welcomed Joanna Trollope in conversation 

with Sinéad Moriarty at the Royal Irish Academy. 

Approximately 80 people attended this event and 

stayed to purchase books and have them signed 

by Joanna after the event. She spoke about her 

experiences as a writer from her formative years 

up to her most recent publication An Unsuitable 

Match.

Jim Crace 

22nd February

Winner of the 2015 International Dublin Literary 

Award (then Impac Award) with Harvest, Jim Crace 

was very pleased to return to Dublin City Library 

& Archive to talk about his new book The Melody, 

with Madeleine Keane. Jim drew a keen audience 

and was a most entertaining speaker. He stayed to 

sign copies of The Melody afterwards.

A: Jess Kidd

B: Joanna Trollope

C: Jim Crace with Madeleine Keane

A B

C
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Supported by Dublin UNESCO City of 
Literature in 2018:
Every year we give small grants to literary projects 

that fall within our remit. Here are the initiatives we 

supported this year:

• Guthanna Binne Síoraí - Everlasting Voices

• Swan River Press publishing projects and 

Ghost Story Festival

• The New Theatre – New Writing Programme; 

Norah Performances

• The Ark – cultural programme for children

• Speckintime: Daisy Bates theatre project

• Children’s Books Ireland: Shadowing Scheme; 

Book Clinics; Bold Girls Guide

• The James Joyce Centre: Bloomsday literary 

panel discussion

• At It Again! Irish Women Writers’ greeting cards 

design and production

• Outlandish Theatre Platform - Project Joan

• Raheny Writers’ Group - publication of 

collection of writing

• Murder One – Crime Writing Festival

• Temple Bar Gallery – Dublin Art Book Fair

Making International Connections
World Book Day

Liberty Hall

26th February

DUCoL organised the Dublin leg of ‘The Biggest 

Book Show on Earth’ at Liberty Hall, for an 

audience of 360 school children from around 

Dublin. This huge celebration of children’s books 

featured top authors and illustrators Derek Landy, 

E. R. Murray, David O’Doherty, Chris Judge, Sarah 

Moore Fitzgerald and Gerard Siggins. The event 

was hosted by Stephen Butler. DUCoL provided a 

book for every child, to be chosen from among the 

contributing authors on the day.

Nottingham Poetry Festival

20th – 29th April

Poet Alice Kinsella, who recently published her 

first collection Flower Press, was given a grant by 

DUCoL to give a reading at the Nottingham Poetry 

Festival. This collaboration was a direct result of 

the connection between Nottingham UNESCO 

City of Literature and Dublin.

‘Thanks to Dublin UNESCO City of Literature 
I was lucky enough to read at Nottingham 
poetry festival in 2018. I read at the 
UNESCO City of Literature Presents event 
at Blackwells Bookshop on Tuesday 24 
April, with John Osborne from Norwich; Ron 
Butlin of Edinburgh; and Georgina Wilding 
from Nottingham. The reading was a lovely 
event. It bucketed rain but that didn’t stop 
the enthusiasm in the room. We each read 
our poems and answered questions from the 
audience. Nottingham Poetry Festival made a 
short film about the event, which is available 
to view on YouTube.

It was an incredible experience to be a part 
of a festival dedicated to poetry. I met some 
of the most exciting voices in British poetry, 
including Jackie Kay and Hollie McNish. The 
team in Nottingham were very welcoming 
and I was inspired by the thriving poetry 
scene among people of all ages and cultures 
in this city. 

Poetry, no matter what else it is about, is 
predominately about the human experience, 
and being able to travel and engage with 
poets and poetry in places other than 
my home city allowed me to enrich my 
understanding of both my own and other 
people’s experiences. It has been such a 
privilege, and I am so grateful to Dublin 
UNESCO City of Literature.’

Alice Kinsella, author of Flower Press
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Gaelic Voices Festival, London Irish Centre 

Camden

Books Ireland, in partnership with Publishing 

Ireland, have developed the ‘Read Books from 

Ireland’ initiative which aims to promote Irish 

published books overseas through a variety of 

showcases and literary events. To mark Bliain 

na Gaeilge, Dublin UNESCO City of Literature 

sponsored a Read Books from Ireland literary day 

at the festival in May, focusing on Irish books as 

Gaeilge.

Gaelic Voices is a day of music, workshops, 

activities and community building held at the 

London Irish Centre in Camden on May 19th for all 

those interested in the Irish language. It is funded 

by the Department of Foreign Affairs and the 

London Irish Centre Charity. Books Ireland were 

given funding by DUCoL to help with costs of travel 

and presenting Irish books at the festival. Caoimhe 

Fox of Books Ireland supervised the stand and 

talked to visitors about Irish books and publishing. 

In June she also travelled to California for a similar 

showcasing of Irish books, which DUCoL helped to 

sponsor. 

Krakow Multipoetry Project

“Thanks to Dublin UNESCO City of Literature an excerpt of my poem Separated was displayed 
as a part of the Multipoetry project in Krakow in June. I’ve always been drawn to Polish culture, 
especially poetry. Krakow in particular has captured my attention because of the importance of the 
arts in the city. It was such a precious thing to see photographs of my work translated into Polish 
and displayed for so many people to take in as they enjoyed the city of Krakow. It was an honour to 
know my poem is now a part of this exchange between poets, cities, and cultures.” 

Alice Kinsella
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Poetic Encounters

This special book was produced to mark the 

XII UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) 

meeting in Krakow and Katowice this year. ‘Poetic 

Encounters’, initiated by Heidelberg UNESCO City 

of Literature and Fabriano UNESCO City of Crafts 

and Folk Art, is a specially bound and printed 

anthology celebrating literature and its vital place in 

world culture.

51 poets from 28 UNESCO Cities of Literature 

came together to celebrate the collaborative spirit 

which lies at the core of the UCCN and to support 

linguistic diversity through poetic expressions from 

around the world. 

Poets Eiléan Ní Chuilleanáin and Nuala Ní 

Dhomhnaill were invited to come to the Reading 

Room, Dublin City Library & Archive, in February 

to reproduce a poem in their own handwriting 

on handmade paper from Fabriano. Poetry 

Ireland advised DUCoL in choosing the poets. It 

was important to choose one poem in the Irish 

language in order to mark Bliain na Gaeilge 2018. 

The poems on the handmade paper were posted 

to Heidelberg, where they were then bound into 

the World Poetry Book before being presented to 

Krakow City of Literature at the annual conference 

of the UNESCO Creative Cities Network in June 

2018.

World Poetry Day 

Poetry Trail

The Dublin: A Year in Words Poetry Trail took place 

on Monday 19th March (re-scheduled from the day 

before due to the snow). This was curated by Linda 

Devlin and Stephen James Smith and led by poet 

John Cummins. It consisted of readings in The 

Gutter Bookshop with Phil Lynch; Chester Beatty 

Library with Dagogo Hart and Aifric Ní Ruairc; 

Connolly Bookshop with Natalya O’Flaherty and 

ended with readings by Abby Oliveira and John 

Cummins in the International Bar, followed by an 

open mic session. 

Granada UNESCO City of Literature co-ordinated 

all of the various projects by Cities of Literature 

into a social media campaign to highlight all of our 

initiatives collectively, including Dublin’s Poetry Trail 

event.

D: Read Books From Ireland

E: Eilean Ni Chuilleanain

F: Nuala Ni Dhomhnaill

D
E F
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BookCity Milan

DUCoL was invited to bring a small delegation 

to Milan for the annual BookCity festival, which 

encompasses 1,400 events across a host of 

varied locations in the city. Milan is our sister City 

of Literature and the organisers wished to invite 

another city from the network as part of its theme 

this year. Dublin was chosen as the first city to be 

included and the delegation comprised of Director, 

Alison Lyons, along with Sinéad MacAodha from 

Literature Ireland and Mike McCormack, author of 

Solar Bones, the winner of the 2018 International 

Dublin Literary Award. Writer Sara Baume was also 

present for an event, as was Renata Sperandio 

from the Istituto Italiano di Cultura. There were 

other events during the festival themed around 

Irish poetry and writing in general. The visit was 

a great success, with Alison presenting on the 

work of DUCoL to an interested audience in the 

Laboratorio Formentini. Exchanges like this help 

to strengthen the connection between cities of the 

network and build on relationships.

Dublin One City One Book at the Irish Embassy, 

Brussels

The Irish Embassy in Brussels hosted the final 

Dublin One City One Book event of 2018, featuring 

The Long Gaze Back. This took place in Passa 

Porta book shop in Brussels on October 10th. 

Editor Sinéad Gleeson, along with writers from 

the anthology Eimear McBride, Mary Costello 

and Lia Mills took part in a panel discussion with 

academic Elke D’Hoker. The three authors also 

read from their work. The event was sponsored by 

Passa Porta Book Shop, Brussels, and co-funded 

by the embassy and DUCoL. Jackie Lynam and 

Alan Hayes travelled to the event, which was 

photographed and recorded by Passa Porta. The 

event was fully booked and all copies of The Long 

Gaze Back sold out, along with all copies of other 

books by the authors present.
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Connecting with Festivals 
Dublin Ghost Story Festival 

29th June – 1st July 2018

DUCoL sponsored the appearance of US author 

Joyce Carole Oates at this year’s Dublin Ghost 

Story Festival in the Freemason’s Hall. Joyce Carol 

Oates’s career spans half a century, with nearly fifty 

novels to her name. She is the recipient of multiple 

awards including the National Book Award, the O. 

Henry Award, the National Humanities Medal, the 

PEN America Lifetime Achievement Award, as well 

as multiple nominations for the Pulitzer Prize. 

The festival was fully booked for the weekend, with 

an even gender split and visitors from the UK in 

attendance. Swan River Press did an excellent 

job of organising this event, with a wide range of 

supernatural-themed books and prints for sale 

from five different booksellers on the premises.

ISLA Festival 

18th – 19th October

The 7th annual ISLA (Irish Spanish and Latin 

American) Festival took place on October 18th and 

19th at the Instituto Cervantes and DUCoL were 

happy to play a part in the literary element again 

this year. The 2018 theme was ‘Love and Live, Love 

and Laugh’ with DUCoL sponsored appearances 

by authors Emilie Pine (Notes to Self ) and Eithne 

Shortall (Grace After Henry.) Both authors’ talks 

were simultaneously translated into Spanish for their 

audiences.

MurderOne Crime Writing Festival

2nd – 4th November

The MurderOne Festival took place in Smock 

Alley Theatre from the 2nd to the 4th of November 

and was funded and supported by Dublin City 

Council, Dublin City Public Libraries and DUCoL. 

Ireland’s first crime genre specific international 

literature festival, it focused on crime and crime 

writing, featuring international and Irish authors. 

MurderOne was aimed at all crime fans aged 15 

plus and covering all aspects of a very broad genre 

from police procedural to espionage. Bringing 

in international bestsellers whom readers are 

familiar with, was key to building an internationally 

recognised crime festival in Dublin.

It was also important to include a blend of free 

and paid events in order to make the festival as 

accessible as possible. The DUCoL funded event, 

entitled The Devil’s in the Detail, was with Val 

McDermid and Niamh O’Connor on November 3rd.

Dublin Book Festival

15th – 18th November

The Dublin Book Festival, which promotes Irish 

writing and Irish publishing, north and south, took 

place in Smock Alley again this year. Responsibility 

for the finances of the festival have now devolved 

to Publishing Ireland (from DCPL) but DUCoL 

director Alison Lyons will remain as a festival board 

member. The festival audience has evolved over 

the years, with new partnerships being developed 

each year and existing partnerships nurtured and 

expanded. The partnership with Ballyfermot College 

has continued to expand, and brings a younger 

audience to the festival, while offering the students 

a platform to display their work. The festival worked 

with new venues to attract new audiences such as 

– EPIC The Irish Emigration Museum, The Science 

Gallery, National Botanic Gardens and Dublin Port. 

The family event at the National Botanic Gardens 

booked out in 24 hours, drawing an audience of 

160 – showing a huge appetite for free family events. 

All other children’s and school events booked out 

in Smock Alley and the libraries. The inclusion of 

children, families and schools is a crucial part of the 

festival.

Despite a significant decrease in funding and a 

slight reduction in the number of events this year, 

attendance figures were up by over 500. 

 

G: Alison Lyons at Bookcity MilanoG
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Dublin City Libraries Readers’ Day

Saturday 17th November

Dave Kenny once again hosted this popular annual 

event, attended by Dublin City Libraries book 

club members. He interviewed authors Lesley 

Pearse, Mary Kennedy, Carmel Harrington, Sinéad 

Moriarty, John Boyne and David Park. Numbers 

have been decreasing slightly over the last few 

years so consideration will be given to new ways of 

presenting the event in 2019.

Dublin Art Book Fair

22nd – 29th November

Temple Bar Gallery + Studios held its eighth 

Dublin Art Book Fair, the only such fair in Ireland, 

throughout the week of November 22-29th.

There was a special focus this year on ‘Uncovering 

Libraries and Collections’, highlighting the 

importance of libraries in our lives. The event was 

supported by DUCoL and featured a curated 

selection of hundreds of books from Irish and 

international independent publishers as well as 

artists’ and architects’ books and those about visual 

art, architecture, visual culture and theory, poetry 

and select fiction. 

As part of the programme, Alison Lyons took part 

in a public panel discussion entitled ‘Why I Love 

Libraries’, chaired by Declan Long (Director of MA 

Art in the Contemporary World, NCAD). This took 

place in Temple Bar Gallery on November 29th and 

was well attended by students and professionals.

Jonathan Swift Festival

29th November – 2nd December

DUCoL sponsored The Power of Comedy, an 

event with Tommy Tiernan and Roddy Doyle in St. 

Patrick’s Cathedral on 29th November as part of the 

Jonathan Swift Festival, which was themed around 

satire this year. This was an evening exploring the 

powerful and transformative use of comedy and 

satire with comedian Tommy Tiernan joined by 

Roddy Doyle in a conversation about Doyle’s work 

as a writer championing outsider voices. A portion 

I

J

of the proceeds from the evening went to Fighting 

Words, which promotes Swift’s literary legacy.

Irish Book Awards

Alison Lyons was on the panel of judges for The 

Writing.ie Short Story of the Year, one of the An Post 

Irish Book Awards. The eventual winner was Roisín 

O’Donnell with her story How to Build a Space 

Rocket.

Our Festivals
Dublin One City One Book

Featuring The Long Gaze Back, an Anthology of 

Irish Women Writers edited by Sinéad Gleeson

2018 was the 13th year of the month-long Dublin 

One City One Book festival. The decision was taken 

to mark the achievements of Irish women writers 

over the centuries by choosing this anthology to 

showcase the work of as many women as possible.

This year’s festival began on April 5th with a Pat 

Liddy walking tour, with events on most days of 

the month, including panel discussions in several 

libraries in Dublin City and the other library 

authorities, many of them chaired by Sinéad 

Gleeson, editor of The Long Gaze Back. Events 

throughout the month were very well-attended 

with many of them booked out in advance. Partner 

organisations included Trinity College Dublin, 

Farmleigh, Irish Writers Centre, National Library of 

Ireland, Kilmainham Gaol, Contemporary Music 

Centre, The New Theatre, Ranelagh Arts Centre, 

Pearse Museum, and Irish Film Institute. For the fifth 

year, Dun Laoghaire Fire Station hosted an event 

and a local audience were treated to an afternoon of 

music by Rhithim and readings from The Long Gaze 

Back by Lia Mills and Catherine Dunne.

RTÉ Radio played Supporting the Arts ads for a 

week leading up to April and the Irish Times featured 

an online article about the festival, written by Alison 

Lyons and Jackie Lynam, along with other articles 

by writers and academics throughout the month as 

The Long Gaze Back was their featured book. 

H

K

H: The Long Gaze Back book cover

I: Sinead Gleeson, Anne Enright and Christine Dwyer Hickey

J: Royal Hospital Kilmainham Event

K: The Long Gaze Back authors





D
ub

lin
 U

N
ES

CO
 C

ity
 o

f L
ite

ra
tu

re
 –

 A
nn

ua
l R

ep
or

t 2
01

8

10

Irish Country magazine carried a two-page spread 

with photographs of the launch and details of some 

of the events. The Book on One on RTÉ Radio One 

featured readings from The Long Gaze Back nightly 

for the entire month of April.

The office paid for a full-page article in Travel Ireland 

and Books Ireland magazines, as well as lamp post 

banners and JC Decaux street advertising screens 

showing the book cover and Dublin One City One 

Book website. Other publicity came from The Gloss 

magazine, and Hodges Figgis did an impressive 

window display as always. The Irish Times, Sunday 

Times and Sunday Independent all carried news 

stories about the programme – all media coverage 

has been listed by the press office.

The highlight of the programme was the Our Stories, 

Ourselves event in the Great Hall of the Royal 

Hospital Kilmainham on April 25th. This evening 

of music, readings and discussion, featuring Anne 

Enright, Christine Dwyer Hickey, Lisa McInerney, 

Cathy Belton and Lisa Hannigan, was attended by 

approximately 370 people, with copies of The Long 

Gaze Back being sold out at the pop-up bookshop 

afterwards.

Library issue figures for 2018 demonstrate that The 

Long Gaze Back was the most borrowed book in 

Dublin and nationally. The book went from being 

borrowed 77 times in February to 707 times in 

March and 716 in April.

Publisher New Island confirmed that approximately 

5,000 copies were sold as a direct result of the 

Dublin One City One Book campaign. 

Final attendance figures for 2018 stand at 2,406. 

This represents an increase of at least 22% on the 

2017 festival. 

Words on the Street 

This event is a showcasing of European literature in 

translation and celebrates the work of the translator. 

It is a unique event, involving a trail around different 

parts of the city each year, with 2018 being centred 

around Dublin 2. 

This year’s European Literary Trail was held across 

six venues in the Dublin 2 area: the National Library, 

Royal College of Physicians, Alliance Francaise, 

National Gallery, Instituto Cervantes and Literature 

Ireland on Fenian Street. Literature in translation 

from nine countries was featured, with Elizabeth 

Day representing the UK with her new book The 

Party. The readers were Anne Doyle, Mary Kennedy 

(who read as Gaeilge as well as in English), Lisa 

Lambe, Geraldine Plunkett and Johnny Ward. An 

extract from the Spanish title was read in Irish and 

its translator, Seamus O’Coileáin, was present to 

discuss his work in translating from the Spanish, 

which really added to the event for those present. 

Short biographical notes of all of the translators 

involved appeared in this year’s brochure for the 

first time, as they were given equal attention with 

the originators of the various novels as a way to 

celebrate their work.

The total number for attendance at readings this 

year was 1,036. DUCoL organised for a team of 

volunteers to help this year, which was of great 

benefit to the smooth running of the event as most 

embassies and institutions involved have very small 

numbers of staff available to help on the night. A 

de-briefing meeting was held in June, where those 

present expressed great satisfaction with the 

organisation of the event this year. 

L: Mary Kennedy

M: Words on the Street night

N: Elizabeth Day

O: Johnny Ward

P: One of our WOTS Volunteers

L

M O

N P
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International Dublin Literary Award 

Solar Bones by Mike McCormack wins the 2018 

International DUBLIN Literary Award

Following a shortlist announcement of ten titles in 

April at the Mansion House, with readings from the 

ten nominated books by actors Johnny Ward and 

Geraldine Plunkett, the eventual winner was Mike 

McCormack with his novel Solar Bones. News of 

the winner was announced on June 13th, with the 

winning novel being chosen from a total of 150 

titles, nominated by libraries in 111 cities across 37 

countries. It was first published by Tramp Press, an 

independent Irish publisher founded by Sarah Davis-

Goff and Lisa Coen. 

Mike McCormack is the fourth Irish author to win the 

prize in its 23 year history. The Award is unique in 

that it receives its nominations from public libraries 

in cities around the globe and recognises both 

writers and translators. The winner was announced 

at a ceremony in Dublin’s Mansion House.

Deputy City Librarian Brendan Teeling and DUCoL 

staff member Jackie Lynam attended the London 

Book Fair in March for a special talk, Dublin 

Translating the World, about the International Dublin 

Literary Award. This was organised by Cathy 

McKenna with past judges Ellah Allfrey, Maya Jaggi, 

Daniel Hahn and Sinéad MacAodha from Literature 

Ireland, who kindly showcased literature about the 

award at the Ireland stand.

Dublin City Writers- in-Residence 

Declan Burke and E.M. Reapy

Workshop with Writer in Residence, Elizabeth 

Reapy on Saturday 20th January

Writer-in-Residence Elizabeth Reapy offered a free 

hour-long seminar on ‘A Writing Life’ in DCLA on 

Saturday 20th of January from 10am – 11am. 

Topics covered in the session included creativity 

and productivity; developing ideas; writing fears 

and how to overcome them; and finding the time 

to write.

The session was intended for new writers keen 

to develop their writing routine and as a refresher 

course for more experienced writers. 28 people 

attended.

Elizabeth’s feedback was that ‘the group worked 

hard, stayed diligent and were very thankful after 

the session for the opportunity to kick-start their 

self-motivation, and for having an inspiring and 

helpful workshop to begin 2018.’ 

Both writers continued their work with library-

based writing groups, holding structured sessions 

on developing their skills, as well as one-to-one 

advice for aspiring writers. Elizabeth also held open 

sessions in Pearse St library on the last Tuesday 

of every month from 6.45pm to 7.45pm, beginning 

in July, to discuss a different book on the craft 

of writing each month. The object was to inform 

writing practice for the future. The first title to be 

featured was Stephen King’s On Writing. Copies 

of books for these group meetings were available 

through the library system.

Both Declan and Elizabeth took part in the Writers’ 

Evening held on June 20th in DCLA, which 

provided a chance for local writing groups to share 

their work by reading original pieces aloud for 

friends, family and each other. 

Q: The Shortlist 2018

R: DCC Chief Exec Owen Keegan; Lord 

Mayor Micheal Mac Donncha; Mike 

McCormack, Deputy City Librarian 

Brendan Teeling

S: Mike McCormack

T: Writing class

Q R

S
T
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Citywide Reading for Children 

Featuring Making Millions by Erika McGann

This year’s campaign, which centred around Making 

Millions by Erika McGann with illustrations by Vince 

Reid, was launched in Pearse Street Library Junior 

section on the morning of January 17th. Erika 

McGann was there to meet three avid young fans. 

RTÉ’s News2Day programme came along to cover 

the launch and an item was featured on the Six One 

News that evening, giving great national coverage to 

the initiative.

The reading campaign ran from mid-January 

until the St. Patrick’s festival weekend, with Erika 

performing at 20 events in branch libraries, with 

additional free public events scheduled at Dublin 

City Gallery The Hugh Lane and at St. Patrick’s 

Festival’s Big Day Out in Merrion Square. 

Due to adverse weather conditions the Big Day Out 

family event for the Citywide Reading campaign 

in Merrion Square scheduled for the St. Patrick’s 

Festival on March 19th was cancelled. This 

decision was made by the festival organisers and 

unfortunately the event could not be postponed or 

re-staged. 

Statistics show that Making Millions by Erika 

McGann was the second most borrowed book in 

Dublin City Libraries for the month of March (after 

The Long Gaze Back, our Dublin One City One 

Book title). Erika finished the campaign with a trip to 

Shawinigan in Canada where she was invited to take 

part in their Passport to Ireland festival. She gave 

workshops in schools and her book was available in 

Shawinigan’s libraries and bookstores.

Publisher O’Brien Press supplied information 

regarding book sales to DUCoL, stating that a total 

of 3,050 copies of Making Millions were supplied by 

them to book shops and libraries, 2,300 of which 

were directly as a result of being chosen as the 

Citywide Read 2018.

 

Readers in Residence programme 

The Reader-in-Residence Programme continued in 

2018 thanks to the funding provided by the Dublin 

North East Inner City Initiative. For the last two years, 

three Readers have been working in the NEIC area, 

to encourage reading for pleasure and to further 

engagement with the city’s library service. Two of 

the Readers worked within primary schools and one 

with teenagers in secondary schools.

In the primary school strand of the project, the 

Readers introduced children to a range of exciting 

reading material suitable for their age and reading 

level, and also provided basic activities to encourage 

creative engagement with the texts. Library visits 

are a key part of the programme with each group 

visiting the library at least once, and more frequently 

if the school is close to a library. 

The Community strand of the project is aimed at 

teenagers, providing sessions in local secondary 

schools and facilitating library visits. Our Reader 

delivered the programme in a variety of ways in 

order to fit with the requirements and resources of 

the schools in question, including hosting breakfast 

and lunch-time book clubs and one-to-one sessions. 

This flexibility is one of the programme’s key 

strengths and one of the reasons for the continuing 

high levels of participation. The Readers themselves 

are also a major asset to the programme and should 

be credited as the primary reason for its success, 

building trust with the schools, matching children 

to suitable books and creating a positive and fun 

environment in which all children can develop an 

interest in reading for pleasure,

Lots of author visits, events and trips were 

organised by the Readers during the year, including 

with Erika McGann, Anna Carey, Helena Duggan, 

Andy Griffiths, Pamela Butchart and Niall Breslin, 

as well as a World Book Day visit and a trip to see 

Jason Byrne at the Dublin Book Festival. Almost 

1,500 children took part in the many events. 
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U: Erika McGann

V: Kids with treasure

W: Erika McGann with readers

X: Ruth Concannon with some keen readers
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Delegates were given a literary tour of Iowa City, 

taking in visits to The Center For the Book, The 

Iowa Writers’ House and special library collections 

in the Iowa State University Library. Talks were 

given by faculty members of the university’s MFA 

in Creative Writing, MFA in Literary Translation and 

the International Writing Program, all of which gave 

an impressive and comprehensive overview of this 

city’s literary credentials. 

The Cities of Literature group representative, 

Justyna Jochym from Krakow, announced her 

intention to resign from the post following the 

UCCN annual meeting in Krakow in June. This 

announcement came at the end of the conference 

so no discussion regarding her successor took 

place. Alison’s two-year term as group Deputy will 

end in June also.

A successful bid to host the group in 2019 was 

presented by Norwich and Nottingham together. 

Dates for this were announced for May 2019.

XII Annual Meeting of the UNESCO Creative 

Cities Network

Krakow and Katowice, Poland,  

11th – 16th June

Alison Lyons travelled to Kraków and Katowice in 

Poland for the annual meeting. The Lord Mayor 

was unable to attend on this occasion due to 

the winner announcement of the International 

Dublin Literary Award. Chair of the SPC was 

also unavailable. Alison hosted a session of the 

working group on Integration & Development of 

the cities of literature cluster. Dublin was also 

invited by the UCCN secretariat to give a speech 

to the general conference titled ‘small ideas that 

make a big difference’, along with Ostersund city 

of gastronomy and Icheon and Paducah, both 

cities of crafts and folk art. The subject matter 

was on this year’s Dublin One City One Book and 

collaboration on CBI’s Bold Girls’ Guide, both 

of which initiatives work towards UNESCO’s 

Sustainable Development Goal number 5, Gender 

Equality. The presentation was very well received.

UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) 
International Engagement
Cities of Literature sub-network meeting

Director Alison Lyons attended the 2018 UNESCO 

Creative Cities of Literature sub-network meeting, 

hosted by Iowa City, USA. 

The 2018 annual meeting of the UNESCO Cities of 

Literature took place in Iowa City from the 4th to 

6th of April.

Alison Lyons led an integration session with the 

newly designated cities: Bucheon, Lillehammer, 

Manchester, Milan, Quebec City and Seattle 

(Utrecht were unfortunately unable to attend.) 

Alison also presented the strategy statement of the 

Development and Integration working group (see 

appendix), and contributed to the discussions on 

the work of the other groups, Communication & 

Promotion, and Special Projects. A ‘projects speed 

dating’ event was held to give cities the opportunity 

to discuss ideas for future collaboration. 
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The meeting saw the adoption of a “Mayor’s 

Declaration”, focusing on how to advance the 

implementation of the United Nations Agenda 

2030 in cities through culture, a key objective of 

the Network. Over 350 participants, including 

over 50 mayors and deputy mayors from across 

the globe, reaffirmed their cities’ commitment to 

achieving the seventeen Sustainable Development 

Goals, number 11 (Sustainable Cities and 

Communities) in particular, through targeted 

policies and strategies.

The theme of the meeting was “Creative 

Crossroads” and the Creative Cities were 

given opportunities to explore new cooperation 

prospects. Five thematic workshops and 

networking sessions allowed cities to advance 

the role of culture, particularly through creativity, 

as an enabler of sustainable development. Alison 

attended the session on the value and need 

for reliable data measurement and monitoring 

processes for culture. 

The roles of group coordinator and deputy 

coordinator were rotated this year, with 

Nottingham taking over from Krakow and 

Ljubljana taking over from Dublin for a period of 

two years. 

The next Annual Meeting in 2019 will focus on the 

theme of “The Ideal City” and will be hosted by the 

city of Fabriano (Italy).

Y: Iowa City poster

Z: Poetry on the Wall, Prague

Y

Z
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Appendix 1

Management Group Members

• Chair – Brendan Teeling, Acting Dublin City 

Librarian

• Director – Alison Lyons 

• Valerie Bistany, Director, Irish Writers Centre 

• Sandra Collins, Director, National Library of 

Ireland 

• Sinéad O’Hara, Department of 

Culture,Heritage and the Gaeltacht 

• Alan Hayes, Publisher/ Arts Programmer

• Maureen Kennelly, Director of Poetry Ireland

Office of Dublin UNESCO City of Literature 

Staff

• Jackie Lynam

• Adrienne Delaney
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Appendix 2

UCCN Membership Monitoring Reports 
Evaluation Form
Membership Monitoring Report by

Dublin

Membership Monitoring Report evaluated by

Iowa City and Melbourne

Level of participation in the network’s activities

High

Quality and quantity of the initiatives 

implemented at the local level to achieve the 

objectives of the UCCN

5 excellent

Dublin’s programs cleverly combine the need 

to pay respect to their heritage while looking 

to embrace the new, both in audience and 

programming. They have also displayed a high 

level of competence at engaging many diverse 

stakeholders which is displayed by Dublin’s civic 

pride at being a City of Literature. Of note is the 

work done to encourage residents to think about 

their city and to express their thoughts through the 

written word. Traditional programs like One City 

One Book are augmented as with the Two Cities 

One Book initiative to expand the organization’s 

reach, while innovative ideas like the Readers in 

Residence program seek to engage non-traditional 

populations through literature.

Quality and quantity of the initiatives 

implemented through inter-city cooperation to 

achieve the objectives of the UCCN

5 excellent

This is a good mix of programming that shows 

Dublin not only taking advantage of opportunities 

spearheaded by other cities, but also leading by 

initiating its innovative own projects. Of particular 

note is the innovative Finnegan’s Wake movie series. 

The Dublin Award, and the City of Literature office’s 

efforts to engage other COLs, is also best practice

Quality of the planned actions for the 

forthcoming period of four years

4 very good

Dublin has delivered a plan which balances 

the needs of its populations, the realities of its 

structure while responding to the changing world 

of UCCN goals. Breaking their goals into thematic 

areas shows that great planning and thought went 

into their development, with the clear objective 

of expanding the organization’s portfolio while 

meeting the needs of the community. Identifying 

the need to address gender equity, to support 

up-and-coming organizations, and to reach 

previously underserved parts of the city will held 

the organization to be more effective.

Particularly interesting best practices of the City

The place making of Dublin is best practice. 

Between its branding and collaborations as well as 

its tourism engagement makes Dublin a leader in 

‘feeling’ like a Creative City for every resident and 

visitor. The city has very strong, very identifiable 

literary assets, and it

Strengths 

Does an exceptional job of celebrating and 

leveraging these to bring attention to other 

less-visible sectors of the literary community. 

It’s breadth of programming, as well as the 

ambitious scope of individual programs, allow it 

to reach various sectors of the community. The 

Dublin Prize. The ability of the City of Literature 

organization to accomplish an amazing amount of 

work with a small staff.

Weaknesses

Dublin like all the first Creative Cities is having to 

deal with the challenge of UCCN goals changing 

and the rapid expansion and how it effects their 

support, and the understanding of the network, on 

the local level.

Quality of the report in terms of format

This report is clear, concise and detailed, telling 

the compelling story of the past four years in the 

Dublin City of Literature. The presentation is clean 

and easily navigable.

Overall evaluation

Very satisfactory
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UNESCO Cities of Literature
Since December 2015 there are now 28 cities in our network

Baghdad, Iraq

Barcelona, Spain

Bucheon, Republic of Korea

Dublin, Ireland

Dunedin, New Zealand

Durban, South Africa

Edinburgh, Scotland

Granada, Spain

Heidelberg, Germany

Iowa City, USA

Kraków, Poland

Lillehammer, Norway

Ljubljana, Slovenia

Lviv, Ukraine

Manchester, England

Melbourne, Australia

Milan, Italy

Montevideo, Uruguay

Norwich, England

Nottingham, England

Óbidos, Portugal

Prague, Czech Republic

Québec City, Canada

Reykjavik, Iceland

Seattle, USA

Tartu, Estonia

Ulyanovsk, Russia

Utrecht, Netherlands
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