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CHAIR

Promoting reading and literacy is a key UCCCN 

objective. Dublin City’s Public Library Service is 

very enthusiastic about and proud of its Readers in 

Residence programme in the North East Inner City 

area. The aim of the readers’ valuable work is to 

encourage a love of reading for pleasure in primary 

school and older children in school and youth club 

settings. 

Integration with the UNESCO Creative Cities 

Network is integral to our designation as a City of 

Literature so Director Alison Lyons was pleased to 

be elected as Deputy Representative of the Cities 

of Literature cluster, as well as working group lead 

on Development and Integration. She attended 

annual conferences in Barcelona and Enghien-les-

Bains, France, where she was accompanied by Cllr 

Rebecca Moynihan, Chair of Dublin City Council’s 

Strategic Policy Committee for Arts, Culture and 

Recreation, who showcased the work of Dublin 

UNESCO City of Literature on a world stage as part 

of the Mayors’ Meeting.

We acknowledge the ongoing resourcing and 

support of Dublin City Council, its executives and 

councillors and all programme partners. 

Margaret Hayes 

Dublin City Librarian

Chair Dublin UNESCO City of Literature

Our work this year has been guided by the Dublin 

UNESCO City of Literature Strategic Plan 2016 – 

2018, which provides the development framework 

for the realisation of Dublin’s ambition across six 

themes. It also connects strongly to the aims and 

objectives of the UNESCO Creative Cities Network 

plus many of the UN Strategic Development Goals.

2017 was a year with a strong focus on writers 

under many project headings. Foremost of these 

was the initiation of a new Dublin City Writer-in-

Residence year-long programme. With the help 

of funding from Creative Ireland, it was possible 

to install two writers, in association with the Irish 

Writers Centre, where the writers have been 

provided with working space. We welcomed writers 

Declan Burke and Elizabeth Reapy, both of whom 

will work on their own projects as well as spending 

time tutoring and advising emerging writers 

associated with the branch libraries of Dublin City.

This year, the popular Dublin: One City, One Book 

festival focused on the period of “The Emergency” 

in Ireland, with Joy Joyce’s spy thriller Echoland, 

published by New Island. The over 60 events were 

very well attended, with close to 2,000 people 

taking part in walks, talks, tours and musical 

evenings. Of special interest were the tours of 

Casement aerodrome and the various talks on 

spies during this period in our capital’s history.

The work of emerging and established poets of 

Dublin were showcased during Dublin: A Year in 

Words, a year-long series of poetry videos filmed 

across 12 Dublin bookshops and funded by Dublin 

UNESCO City of Literature. Over the course of the 

year a new poem with a Dublin connection was 

released each month, including stunning offerings by 

Paula Meehan, Raneem Saleh and John Cummins.

It was also a year of encouraging new writing, with 

a wonderful collaboration with Fighting Words that 

resulted in the publication of Dublin in the Coming 

Times: An Anthology of Imagined Futures. These 

fantastical tales of life in the Dublin of the far future 

are available to read on our website, as well as in 

print from Dublin City Public Libraries.
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City of Literature Annual Report – 2017

The management and promotion of the 

designation “Dublin UNESCO City of Literature” 

is the responsibility of the Dublin UNESCO City 

of Literature Office (DUCoL), working under the 

auspices of Dublin City Council’s public library 

service. The Director of the office reports to a 

six person management group which is chaired 

by the Dublin City Librarian. The work of the 

management group is further informed by a 

steering group composed of representatives of 

local and national government, tourism interests, 

publishers’ and writers’ groups, the media, arts 

and culture organisations and the universities.  

See Appendix 1 for list of members

This report underlines the ongoing commitment 

of DUCoL, together with the management and 

steering groups, to further developing awareness 

of the capital city’s unique literary culture, both at 

home and abroad – and to ensuring that writers 

and writing remain a central focus in the fields of 

innovation and creativity – now clearly identified as 

vital elements in Dublin’s economic future.

Dublin UNESCO City of Literature is 

committed to working towards the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals in all of our 

initiatives, especially goals number 3, 4, 5, 8, 

10, 11, 16 and 17.

Strategic Plan – Main Themes 

The compilation of the Dublin UNESCO City of 

Literature Strategic Plan 2016-2018 followed an 

extensive consultation process which involved 

stakeholder interviews, in-depth meetings with the 

DUCoL Management Group and a writers’ focus 

group. Priority areas, which should inform the 

focus and work of the office, were identified and 

then condensed into six main themes:

1. Identity, Advocacy and Promotion

2. The A-Z of writing, reading and storytelling

3. Building Relationships and Networks

4. Storyhouse – Creating new places for culture

5. Leadership – Structures and Resources

6. Research and Evaluation

These themes form the framework for the quarterly 

Director’s Reports presented to the management 

team and are reflected in this annual report. 

A: Dublin UNESCO City of Literature is committed to working towards the UN Sustainable Development Goals in 

all of our initiatives, especially goals number 3, 4, 5, 8, 10, 11, 16 and 17.

A
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Making Literary Connections

The Biggest Show on Earth at Liberty Hall  

Dublin UNESCO City of Literature was involved 

for the first time in co-organising The Biggest 

Show on Earth to celebrate World Book Day. This 

special event for children was held in Liberty Hall 

on Friday 3rd March with authors Judi Curtin, 

Dave Rudden, David O’Doherty, Chris Judge, 

Anna Carey and PJ Lynch appearing before an 

audience of 400 primary school children. Eleven 

classes were invited, with every child receiving a 

book token, funded by DUCoL. Eason provided 

a shop at the venue so that children could 

immediately choose a book by one of the authors 

present. 

ISLA Festival  

The 6th annual ISLA (Irish Spanish and Latin 

American) Festival took place from the 5th to the 

7th of October at the Instituto Cervantes. 

This year’s theme was ‘Imaginable Futures.’ 

DUCoL sponsored a literary event entitled 

Literature Today: A Look into the Future, which 

was chaired by journalist Madeleine Keane and 

featured discussion by authors Martina Devlin and 

Lina Meruane.

Bram Stoker Festival  

The sixth annual Bram Stoker Festival, inspired by 

the Dublin author of Dracula, took place in the city 

over the October Bank Holiday weekend. Previous 

successes, like the Macnas street parade and 

Stokerland, were retained and improved in 2017, 

with audience figures growing. The festival also 

introduced comedy and self-guided audio tours 

for the first time, and programmed an expanded 

literary strand with a producer with significant 

experience in this area. The programme also 

encompassed an expanded family strand and 

a re-imagination of the large-scale, high-end 

musical/party experience. 

As part of the directors’ stated objective 

of broadening the scope of the festival’s 

programming, the programmers developed 

a new literary and historical strand designed 

to specifically appeal to the culturally curious 

audience profile. Five specific events drew on 

Bram Stoker’s literary and historical legacy, 

programmed in some of Dublin’s lesser-known 

but no less spectacular venues. These included 

Gravediggers and Resurrectionists at The 

Gravediggers Pub; Slayers and Their Vampires in 

the Royal College of Surgeons’ historic building 

on St. Stephen’s Green; Bram Stoker’s Dublin: A 

Psychogeography at The Little Museum of Dublin; 

Anatomy of a Critic in the Reading Room of The 

National Library of Ireland and The Rick O’Shea 

Book Club meeting in Belvedere House.

Alison Lyons is on the steering committee of the 

festival, which is sponsored by Dublin City Council 

and Fáilte Ireland. The literary strand is grant-

aided by the Dept. of Culture, Heritage and the 

Gaeltacht. 

The combination of a robust marketing strategy, 

festival and event specific PR pitches and the 

second year of visibility of the generic festival 

branding contributed to a broad reach for the 

programme, which totalled over 56,000.

 



Something in the Blood

David J Skal at the Mansion House for Bram 

Stoker Festival 

28th October

David J. Skal is an author, lecturer, and 

documentary filmmaker whose book Something 

In the Blood is a 2017 biography of Bram Stoker. 

DUCoL organised his appearance at the Bram 

Stoker Festival at a literary event in the Mansion 

House. He gave an illustrated presentation on the 

life of Bram Stoker, with particular reference to 

Dracula, and then went on to give a tour through 

the very many stage and screen incarnations of 

this immortal character. 

This event was very well attended in the beautiful 

setting of the Oak Room, with volunteers in 

costume from the Bram Stoker festival offering 

help on the evening, to ensure its smooth running.

Irish Writers of the Fantastic 

DUCoL collaborated with Swan River Press to 

produce posters depicting twelve Irish ‘Writers of 

the Fantastic’, which were given to the public for 

free through Dublin City library branches and at 

Bram Stoker Festival events. The posters feature 

writers such as Charles Maturin, Charlotte Riddell, 

Lord Dunsany, Elizabeth Bowen and Bram Stoker 

himself. Biographies of all the writers for DUCoL 

website were supplied by Brian Showers of Swan 

River Press. 

4
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Dublin Book Festival

2nd – 9th November 

The Dublin Book Festival, which promotes Irish 

writing and Irish publishing, north and south, took 

place in Smock Alley again this year. The festival 

showcases the diversity of Irish publishing, and 

its writers, in a fun and accessible environment. 

The majority of the events are free – ensuring the 

festival is as inclusive as possible. The Dublin 

Book Festival is crucial in bringing Irish publishers 

and writers to their audiences and readers at this 

time every year. The festival involves a trade day 

for publishers, literary discussions and readings, 

book launches, school and children’s events and 

exhibitions.

The organisers are grateful to the Department 

of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, the Arts 

Council of Northern Ireland, Dublin City Libraries 

and all of the other funders and supporters who 

helped make this a successful festival yet again, 

with approximately 4,200 people in attendance at 

the various events. DUCoL director Alison Lyons is 

a member of the steering committee.

Readers’ Day

Dave Kenny once again hosted this popular 

annual event, attended by Dublin City Libraries 

book club members. It took place in Smock 

Alley Theatre, as part of the Dublin Book Festival. 

Nuala O’Connor and June Caldwell read from 

and discussed their very different short story 

collections – Joyride to Jupiter and Room Less 

Darker, while Alison Jameson and Paul Lynch 

talked about their novels This Family of Things and 

Grace and also read from them. Mary Kenny gave 

a lively and engaging interview about her book 

Am I a Feminist?, with Myles Dungan finishing the 

morning with a fascinating chat about his book On 

This Day: Volume 2, a collection of historical tales 

based on his popular Drivetime slot on RTE.

B: Something in the Blood.

C: Charlotte Riddell 1832-1906, one of the writers featured on the Irish Writers of the fantastic poster.

B

C
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echoland
Joe JoYce

Dublin: 
One City, One Book

www.dublinonecityonebook.ie

‘entertaining and atmospheric ... full of edgy uncertainty’
Irish Independent

Echoland standee.indd   1 10/03/2017   13:24:39
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Dublin: One City One Book – featuring 

Echoland by Joe Joyce

2017 was the 12th year of the month-long Dublin: 

One City, One Book festival . This year we 

celebrated Joe Joyce’s Echoland, the first book in 

his trilogy of the same name, published by New 

Island.

The book is set during “The Emergency”, in an 

atmosphere of edgy uncertainty in Dublin, where 

young Lieutenant Paul Duggan is drafted into G2, 

the army’s intelligence division, and is given a 

suspected German spy to investigate. Before he 

can probe further, he is diverted by a request from 

his politician uncle to try and find his daughter, 

who’s gone missing, possibly kidnapped. 

Street banners to mark the festival were erected 

on Pearse street, O’Connell street and the quays, 

with JC Decaux signs around the city centre, a 

full window display in Hodges Figgis and other 

bookshops and 35,000 brochures on display in 

libraries and many other venues around the city. 

Many events were fully booked within days of the 

programme’s launch.

Approximately 60 events were planned by DUCoL 

and partner organisations all over the city, with 

attendance at approximately 1,800 by the end of 

the month. Most events were fully booked and 

of special interest were the tours of Casement 

aerodrome and the various talks on spies during 

the period. Author Joe Joyce made many 

appearances during April at library readings and 

as part of panel discussions about the book and 

the era of its setting.

New Island Books were very happy with 

the collaboration, with sales of Echoland at 

approximately 5,000 during the year. They also 

re-printed the second two novels in the Echoland 

trilogy, due to the success of the Dublin: One City, 

One Book festival.

The festival received publicity in the Sunday 

Independent, The Sunday Times, the Irish 

Independent, Northside People, The Herald, The 

Irish Catholic and Travel Ireland magazine. There 

were online articles by the Irish Times, the Journal.

ie, RTÉ Culture, and radio coverage on RTÉ’s 

Arena and the Sean O’Rourke show, along with 

the book being featured as The Book On One.

D: Dublin One City One Book - featuring Echoland by Joe Joyce.
D

echoland
Joe JoYce

Dublin: 
One City, One Book

www.dublinonecityonebook.ie

‘entertaining and atmospheric ... full of edgy uncertainty’
Irish Independent

Echoland standee.indd   1 10/03/2017   13:24:39

582 copies of Echoland were borrowed from libraries nationally during April

2,651 were borrowed during the whole of 2017

5,000 copies were sold 

http://Journal.ie
http://Journal.ie
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International Dublin Literary Award 

On the 21st of June, Angolan author José Eduardo 

Agualusa was announced as the winner of the 2017 

International Dublin Literary Award for his novel 

A General Theory of Oblivion, translated from the 

Portuguese by Daniel Hahn. Both winners attended 

a ceremony in the Round Room of the Mansion 

House, where the awards were presented to them 

in front of a large audience by Lord Mayor Brendan 

Carr. Writer and translator received prize money of 

€75,000 and €25,000 respectively. Commenting 

on his win, José Eduardo Agualusa said: ‘I’m very 

happy to have won the International Dublin Literary 

Award. A General Theory of Oblivion is a book 

about xenophobia and the fear of ‘the other’. This 

theme couldn’t be more current. If my winning the 

prize contributes in some way to a debate and 

helps fight xenophobia, I would be even happier.’

Agualusa gave a reading from his winning book 

in Dublin City Library & Archive on June 22nd, for 

a capacity audience, an event which included a 

public interview with him by author and broadcaster 

Sinéad Crowley.

E

Dublin City Writers-in-Residence 

With a view to the eventual establishment of the 

StoryHouse as part of the new Central Library on 

Parnell Square, two inaugural Dublin City Writers- 

in-Residence were appointed in November. The 

positions were advertised through the City of 

Literature website and writing.ie, as well as with 

the help of Irish Writers Centre. Seven shortlisted 

candidates were interviewed, with the writers 

being appointed to their posts by November. The 

positions will run for a full year and the selected 

writers will work with existing writing groups 

associated with Dublin City library branches around 

the city. DUCoL wishes to acknowledge the in-kind 

contribution of IWC, who are kindly making an 

office available to the writers for the duration of their 

residencies.

The appointed writers are Declan Burke and 

Elizabeth (E.M.) Reapy, both of whom will receive 

a sum of €10,000 in installments over the course 

of a year. They are both working on their own 

writing projects at present and were grateful for the 

residency fee to help in making this possible. They 

will each have responsibility for four library-based 

writing groups and will conduct workshops, master 

classes and one-on-one tutoring sessions with 

these emerging writers.

E

G
F

E: L - R: Director of DUCoL Alison Lyons, City Librarian Margaret Hayes, winners Daniel Hahn and José Eduardo 

Agualusa, award administrator Cathy McKenna, Deputy City Librarian Brendan Teeling.

F: International Dublin Literary Award. Winner Jose Eduardo Agualusa. 

G: Dublin City Writers in Residence, Declan Burke and Elizabeth Reapy.

http://writing.ie
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Literary Events at Dublin City Library  
& Archive

Paul Beatty

We were honoured to have the 2016 winner of 

the Man Booker Prize, Paul Beatty, in Dublin City 

Library & Archive on 7th June. This was his first 

visit to Ireland and his only event in this country. He 

was in conversation with RTE broadcaster Rick 

O’Shea about his novel The Sellout. The event was 

booked out weeks in advance and Paul was happy 

to chat and sign books afterwards. This event was 

organised in association with One World Books.

Anthony Horowitz 

Anthony Horowitz was in conversation with Sinéad 

Crowley on September 7th at a free event in Dublin 

City Library & Archive, in front of an enthusiastic 

audience of fans of all ages. Anthony discussed 

his new thriller The Word is Murder, as well as his 

writing life and influences. He took a wide array of 

audience questions, including from younger fans, 

and spent time signing his books after the event. 

Anthony appeared courtesy of Penguin Random 

House. 

Dublin in the Coming Times

This project, in association with Fighting Words, 

drew to a close this year, culminating in a published 

volume of writers’ work, both professional and 

emerging, produced in time for Christmas 2017 

and drawn from the efforts of the various writing 

groups involved. All booklets produced by the 

groups, using the theme of ‘Dublin in the Coming 

Times’, have been made available on the DUCoL 

website and a selection from these appear in the 

published book, along with the work by established 

writers that appeared in The Irish Times since the 

beginning of the project. The book was part funded 

by DUCoL and was launched at a special literary 

evening in Dublin City Library & Archive on the 29th 

of November. It is now available to be borrowed 

from Dublin City Libraries as well as being gifted to 

all participants. 

Dublin: A Year In Words

Dublin: A Year in Words, which began in 2016, 

celebrates the breadth and diversity of our city’s 

living poets through a year-long series of poetry 

videos filmed across 12 Dublin bookshops. Over 

the course of a year a new poem connected with 

Dublin was released each month. This project was 

sponsored by the City of Literature office and was 

curated by Linda Devlin and Stephen James Smith. 

The poems we enjoyed during 2017 were: 

Grangegorman by Hazel Hogan in Oxfam Books 

(January)

Story Buddleia by Ophelia McCabe in Hodges 

Figgis (February)

Six Harcourt Street (An Conradh) By Ciara Ní É in 

Forbidden Planet (March)

City of Foot Soldiers by Matty Tamen in Eason 

O’Connell Street (April)

Some Advice by Darragh O’Reilly in Alan Hanna’s 

Bookshop (May)

Lullaby by Stephen Clare in The Rathgar Bookshop 

(June)

Críochfort by MC Muipéad in The Gutter Bookshop 

(July)

H: Literary Events at Dublin City Library & Archive.  

Paul Beatty signing, Anthony Horowitz and Dublin in the Coming Times.H
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Words on the Street 

7th September 2017

This event is a showcasing of European literature in 

translation and celebrates the work of the translator. 

It is a unique event, involving a trail around different 

parts of the city each year, with 2017 centred 

around the Parnell Square cultural quarter. 

Words on the Street was changed from its usual 

slot in May to early September this year. The other 

major change to the programme was the twinning 

of countries in order to half the number of venues 

involved, with a view to allowing for audiences to 

attend all of the buildings involved and a greater 

number of the readings. This year involved 

the reading of pieces of literature from Austria, 

Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Malta, Poland, 

Romania, Spain and the UK, who organised for 

novelist Kit de Waal to travel over for the event 

to read from her debut novel My Name is Leon. 

Broadcasters Katherine Lynch, Rick O’Shea and 

Sharon Ni Bheoláin performed on the night, along 

with actors Bryan Murray and Johnny Ward. 

All pieces of literature were nominated by the 

embassies and cultural institutions, who partner 

with DUCoL on this event every year. 

Feedback following a survey undertaken on 

the night was overwhelmingly positive, with 

approximately 50% of respondents saying it was 

their first time to experience the event. A broad 

array of sources of advertising for the event were 

cited, among them social media, public libraries, 

book clubs and word of mouth. The event will 

revert to its May slot for 2018, but will retain the new 

‘twinned’ format, which enables great co-operation 

between the organising countries. 

I: Words on the Street.

J: UK author Kit de Waal reading from her book My Name is Leon for Words on the Street.
I

J
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Education Programmes 

Citywide Reading for Children 

Featuring Knights of the Borrowed Dark by 

Dave Rudden

Knights of the Borrowed Dark by Dave Rudden, 

published by Puffin Books, was this year’s choice 

for the Citywide Reading Campaign. The aim of 

the campaign is to encourage children to read 

for pleasure, with multiple copies of the books 

available through Dublin City Libraries, and 

hundreds of children attending events with the 

author in branch libraries across the city, as well as 

in schools. There were also events in the National 

Library of Ireland, Dublin City Gallery The Hugh 

Lane and a big event in Merrion Square as part of 

St. Patrick’s festival.

Dave Rudden said, “I am honoured and delighted 

that Knights of the Borrowed Dark is Dublin 

UNESCO City of Literature’s Citywide Read. This is 

the city that taught me how to write, and I owe so 

much to its vibrant, friendly and supportive literary 

community. There’s a wild, swashbuckling charm 

to Dublin that very much inspired the strange and 

magical world of the Knights (though thankfully 

with fewer clockwork women and waist-coated 

misery-drinkers) and I can’t wait to share it with 

Dublin’s young readers and help them find stories 

of their own.” 

Dave did events in 18 library branches for over 

1000 school children. These events were hugely 

dynamic, with Dave performing passages from 

his book as well as illustrated discussions on the 

inspiration behind the book and writing and reading. 

As well as readings, there were online activities 

on Dave Rudden’s website and children were 

encouraged to write their own stories.

Cabra Library organised an event with children 

from the Holy Family School for the Deaf which was 

signed by the class teacher . This event was a huge 

success and the class interacted well with lots of 

questions for the author on what inspired him to 

write this book.

The final event took place in 63 Merrion Square 

as part of St. Patrick’s Festival Big Day Out with 

readings from the book, illustration workshops, 

magic shows and real life characters from the book.

“A note to say thank you for re-introducing my kids to reading. My son loved the book and had 
one of the best days of his short life at the launch! Then yesterday we attended your event at The 
Big Day out and he got to meet the author again and the other kids who he attended the launch 
with - they are now firm friends for life and even have their own Knights Of The Borrowed Dark 
WhatsApp group!”

“He has great imagination and his stories are the best I’ve ever heard”

“ I thought it was good because he was loud and funny. His childhood was funny”

“Dave Rudden is a great author and I think he should go to every library in the world to talk 
about his book”
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K: Citywide Reading for Children, featuring Knights of the Borrowed Dark by Dave Rudden.

K
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J J:  Reader in Residence.
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Readers in Residence programme  

The Reader-in Residence programme is an 

innovative and exciting way of providing 

opportunities for positive engagement with 

reading and libraries for children living in inner-

city Dublin. Three experts in children’s literature 

were employed to undertake these valuable roles 

using funding from our partners in the North East 

Inner City Initiative. The programme builds on the 

previous Reader-in-Residence programme which 

was spearheaded by the Dublin UNESCO City of 

Literature Office in recent years. 

The programme encourages reading for pleasure 

by introducing children to a wide variety of high-

quality, age-appropriate books from a range of 

authors and genres. Each weekly session includes 

readings and an activity inspired by the books, 

which are tailored to suit different age groups, 

ability levels and interests. Library visits and library 

skills activities are also a key part of the programme 

with all groups visiting their local library for a tour 

and to get their own membership card. Several of 

the programme’s young readers have also had the 

opportunity to attend events with award winning 

authors and illustrators including Korky Paul, Jeff 

Kinney and Chris Haughton among many others. 

To mark Swift 350 four schools involved in the 

Reader in Residence programme sent pupils to 

the Lemuel Gulliver event in Charleville Mall Library. 

Approximately 120 children enjoyed this event 

which was presented by author Dave Rudden and 

musician Jerry Fish.

The project has two strands: one for primary school 

children and one for young people in secondary 

schools and youth clubs. Two Readers were 

assigned to primary schools and one to work with 

teenagers. The type and length of engagement 

with the programme differs according to the 

environment and the needs of the children and 

young people involved. In the primary schools 

the programme is delivered over 6 weeks to class 

groups, however, in the case of the teenagers, the 

engagement is for a much longer period of time, 

and in many cases is on a one-to-one basis. 

Collectively the Readers have worked in 18 

different venues across the north east inner city 

and delivered the programme to more than 1,400 

children. Children have benefitted from being given 

the space and time to enjoy books and reading; 

from being introduced to authors and themes by 

experts in the area of children’s and young adult 

literature; and in many cases from being allowed to 

express a new found love of literature. It is hoped 

that all of these positive influences will lead to 

improvements in attitude to and appreciation for 

the written word and confer advantages on children 

and their wider families and communities.  

 

Children’s Services, Dublin City Public 

Libraries:

Mags Curley was assigned as Senior Librarian for 

Children’s Services Special Projects. Mags will co-

ordinate the Readers in Residence programme and 
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the Coder Dojo project for the NEIC area, as well as 

editing Classmate magazine and conducting other 

projects relating to library service for children and 

young people.

Bold Girls Guide

DUCoL was a major funder for this very important 

initiative by Children’s Books Ireland.

To mark the centenary of women’s suffrage in Ireland 

in 2018, Children’s Books Ireland’s BOLD GIRLS 

project got underway in late 2017 to celebrates 

strong, confident, intelligent, brave women and 

girls in children’s books, giving them much needed 

visibility alongside their male counterparts. 

The project comprises The BOLD GIRLS Reading 

Guide, an 88-page publication reviewing 122 

children’s books (in English and the Irish language) 

which feature strong women and girls, for readers 

aged 0–18. The guide is divided by age range, 

including non-fiction, poetry and books in the 

Irish language. CBI managed the editorial and 

production process, meeting all the usual high 

standards of CBI’s publications in terms of editorial 

and print quality. Feature pages highlighting 

20 excellent Irish female children’s authors and 

illustrators are also included, both emerging and 

established, including former Laureates and 

award-winners. Each artist wrote a piece on their 

becoming a BOLD GIRL. The guide is to be made 

available to librarians, teachers, parents and anyone 

interested in children’s books and reading. 

 

 

 

L:  Children from the Readers in residence programme.

M: The Bold Girls reading guide. 

L

M
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Author Events for Children:

Emma Donoghue

Three hundred Dublin children attended an 

event with the best-selling Dublin author Emma 

Donoghue on the 9th May in Liberty Hall. Emma 

read from her first children’s novel The Lotterys Plus 

One and talked about the inspiration for the book, 

as well as writing her other books and plays. This 

event was in association with MacMillan Children’s 

Books and Repforce Publicity. Primary school 

children from all over Dublin were invited.

Lemuel Gulliver 

DUCoL, in association with the Dublin City Arts 

Office, presented Lemuel Gulliver as part of 

the International Literature Festival Dublin in 

Smock Alley on Saturday the 27th of May, over 

two showings. This was an event for children, 

introducing them to the work of Jonathan Swift,  

on the 350th anniversary of his birth. 

Shane Hegarty

On June 7th, children’s author Shane Hegarty read 

from his Darkmouth books to over 200 children 

in Pearse Street and Ballyfermot Libraries. His 

engaging slideshow and chat about writing and 

books was a huge hit with the children.

Korky Paul

DUCoL were delighted to welcome children’s book 

illustrator Korky Paul to Dublin for an energetic free 

event in Liberty Hall with 380 children, invited by local 

libraries, on 25th October. Korky Paul is the illustrator 

of the much loved Winnie and Wilbur picture books, 

which are very popular with young children. Korky 

read and illustrated from his latest book Winnie and 

Wilbur: The Naughty Knight with Dublin City Libraries’ 

Reader in Residence Ruth Concannon providing 

onstage support in character as Winnie.

Jeff Kinney 

On November 30th 390 children from schools all 

over Dublin, including Gaelscoileanna, attended this 

event in Liberty Hall, in association with Penguin 

Ireland. DUCoL arranged for every child to be given 

a free copy of Jeff Kinney’s new book, funded by 

the office. The children were extremely excited to 

meet Jeff and were delighted to be able to pose 

with him for photos with their classes. 

N:  Author Korky Paul on stage at Liberty Hall with his character, Winnie the Witch aka Ruth Concannon, one of our 

Readers in Residence.N
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UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN)
 International Engagement

Cities of Literature Conference hosted by 

Dublin May 2016:

• Membership Monitoring Reports for 

Melbourne and Iowa City were submitted 

to UNESCO in late 2016. As Deputy 

Representatives of the steering groups of 

all creative fields were tasked with providing 

short assessments of these reports for cities 

within their cluster, Alison Lyons completed an 

evaluation which was submitted to UNESCO in 

late February. (Appendix 1). 

• Evaluation of membership applications 

Thirteen cities applied to UNESCO for 

membership of the Creative Cities Network’s 

Literature cluster. A process of evaluation 

was then undertaken by the existing Cities of 

Literature, led by group representative Justyna 

Jochym of Krakow and deputy representative 

Alison Lyons of Dublin. This involved all cities 

reading the applications, scoring them under a 

selection of criteria and supplying these scores, 

along with comments, for final compilation 

and presentation to UNESCO. The cities to 

be recommended by the group for UNESCO 

designation were: Milan, Utrecht, Lillehammer, 

Manchester, Seattle, Bucheon and Durban. It 

was felt that these cities would help us to reflect 

our goal of geographic balance, while making 

the point that not all applicants from this round 

are ready for admission at this time. A decision 

was made by UNESCO with an announcement 

at the end of October 17 that the new cities to 

join the Literature cluster would be Bucheon, 

Durban, Lillehammer, Manchester, Milan, 

Quebec City, Seattle and Utrecht.

• Alison Lyons completed the Membership 

Monitoring Report for Dublin by the 30th 

November deadline and submitted this to 

UNESCO in electronic format. The report covers 

the work of Dublin UNESCO City of Literature 

since designation in 2010, with an overview 

given of the main projects of the office. This will 

be evaluated by UNESCO and the other Cities 

of Literature over the coming months, with an 

overall score being assigned to Dublin in 2018.

• The annual Steering Group Meeting was held 

in Irish Writers Centre, Parnell Square, on 30th 

November 2017. (See Appendix 2 for Agenda.)

Cities of Literature sub-network meeting

Director Alison Lyons attended the 2017 UNESCO 

Creative Cities of Literature sub-network meeting, 

hosted by Barcelona from April 20th to 23rd. The 

visit afforded the opportunity to observe the 

celebration of St. Jordi’s Day, which is an enormous 

event in the Barcelona book world and for Catalan 

literature. It is a day on which booksellers make on 

average 10% of their yearly sales, as the streets are 

filled with bookstalls and queues to meet authors.

The following topics were discussed at workshops 

during the conference:

• Development and Integration of the network 

• Project Cooperation: Increasing collaboration 

within our sub-group between the different 

sectors of the Creative Cities Network as 

well as the amount of projects the Cities of 

Literature are engaged in internationally 

• Communication and Promotion: Building 

awareness of our sub-group and improving 

internal and external communication.
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XIth Annual Meeting of the UNESCO Creative 

Cities Network

Enghien-les-Bains, France, 2 July 2017

Alison Lyons attended the conference with 

Councillor Rebecca Moynihan, Chair of the 

SPC on Arts and Culture. Cllr Moynihan gave a 

presentation about the International Dublin Literary 

Award at the Mayors’ Forum. Conclusions of the 

meeting can be found in Appendix 3.

Alison Lyons attended Steering Group meetings 

in her capacity as Deputy Representative of the 

cities of literature cluster, and contributed to the 

discussion of the conclusions being agreed upon. 

Significant areas include the following: Growth 

rate of the network; research and data gathering; 

financial contribution to the network; and the 

decision that the groups’ deputy representatives will 

go on to become group co-ordinators at the end 

of each two year cycle (which will have a major 

impact on Dublin).

2017 Projects and Partnerships

It is the policy of the Dublin UNESCO City of 

Literature Office to work with a wide range of 

partners. Below are the organisations to whom 

funds were granted for collaborative projects 

during 2017, in addition to those listed elsewhere:

• The Ark: Literature element of Ark Access 

Programme

• Children’s Books Ireland: Book of the Year 

Awards; Book Clinics

• CBI: Bold Girls Guide project

• James Joyce Centre: Bloomsday interview

• The New Theatre: New Writing Programme

• The Broken Spiral, An Anthology in Aid of the 

Dublin Rape Crisis Centre, edited by R. M. 

Clarke

• Swan River Press: Dublin Ghost Story Festival 

2018 planning

• Fighting Words: Dublin in the Coming Times 

publication

• Speckintime: Daisy Bates drama project

• International Literature Festival Dublin

Irish Book Awards

Director Alison Lyons was a judge for writing.ie’s 

short story competition for the Bord Gáis Irish 

Book Awards. The eventual winner was Christine 

Dwyer Hickey with her story Back to Bones.

http://writing.ie
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Appendix 1

Management Group Members

• Chair - Margaret Hayes, Dublin City Librarian

• Director - Alison Lyons 

• Valerie Bistany, Director, Irish Writers Centre 

• Sandra Collins, Director, National Library of 

Ireland 

• Thérèse O’Connor, Assistant Principal Officer, 

Department of Culture,Heritage and the 

Gaeltacht 

• Alan Hayes, Publisher/ Arts Programmer

• Maureen Kennelly, Director of Poetry Ireland

Office of Dublin UNESCO City of Literature 

Staff

• Jackie Lynam

• Adrienne Delaney

Steering Group Members

• The Abbey Theatre

• Booksellers’ Association of Ireland

• Children’s Books Ireland

• Clár na Leabhar Gaeilge

• Culture Ireland

• Dublin City Arts Office

• Fáilte Ireland

• Foras na Gaelige

• Ireland Literature Exchange

• Irish Book Awards

• Irish Copyright Licensing Agency

• Irish Pen

• The Irish Times

• Irish Writers’ Centre

• Publishing Ireland

• RTÉ

• The Stinging Fly

• Sunday Independent

• Trinity College Dublin

• University College Dublin

• Éilis Ní Dhuibhne (Writer)

• Colm Tóibín (Writers)
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Appendix 2

Management Group Meetings 2017

2nd February

6th April

1st June

3rd August

5th October

Steering Group Meeting 2017

30th November

 

 

Appendix 3:

XIth Annual Meeting of the UNESCO Creative 

Cities Network

Enghien-les-Bains, France

2 July 2017

CONCLUSIONS

We, the members of the UNESCO Creative Cities 

Network (UCCN) assembled for its 2017 Annual 

Meeting in Enghien-les-Bains, France, have examined 

items for the future development and actions of the 

Network, and have agreed on the following:

1. The UCCN has adopted at this Meeting the 

new Strategic Framework for the Network, 

which sets the priorities for the member cities 

and the Secretariat going forward together. 

The Strategic Framework was prepared by 

the Secretariat in close collaboration with the 

SG, in response to the Conclusions of the Xth 

Annual Meeting in Östersund, Sweden. Over 

the coming years the key focus points of the 

Network will include:

• Building a research agenda and evidence 

base for culture-engaged policies;

• Developing co-creative partnership 

mechanisms to support members and 

applicant cities, particularly those from 

the Global South, so as to improve global 

integration of all members; and

• Refocusing activities towards programme 

innovation and implementation, particularly 

in the framework of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development and the New 

Urban Agenda.

2. In order to ensure a more sustainable 

development of the Network, the member 

cities have decided to decrease the maximum 
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number of designations per country per 

Call. As of the 2019 Call, a maximum of two 

applications, instead of three as in the previous 

Calls, from the same country, and covering 

two different creative fields, may receive the 

designation following the evaluation process.

3. Meanwhile, applications from under-represented 

regions within the Network, particularly those 

from developing countries, will be encouraged so 

as to further the Network’s geographical balance. 

Based on this year’s experience of the Africa 

region, the Cooperation Framework, which pairs 

applicant cities and member cities for capacity-

building, in the future Calls could be extended to 

other under-represented regions. 

4. The member cities are encouraged to 

undertake collective efforts to increase the 

research capacity of the Network by sharing 

work conducted and expertise built at the 

city level, in addition to collecting, analyzing 

and sharing good practices and data that 

underscore the role of culture and creativity in 

sustainable urban development. The member 

cities recognize that at this Meeting the 

Secretariat must take the lead in the production 

and collection of knowledge through collective 

initiatives within the Network. 

5. Co-creative partnership involves a number of 

actors, including local governments, civil society, 

and professionals, working in concert to produce 

mutually-valuable outcomes. The member cities 

recognize the profound potential of this approach 

for the encouragement of cultural and creative 

sectors, as well as for the facilitation of economic 

growth and social development. In the next year, 

member cities commit to taking actions towards 

the participatory policy-making and activity 

implementation.

6. The member cities fully recognize and actively 

advocate for the essential role of digital 

technologies and public spaces, whose 

comprehensiveness and inclusiveness closely 

connect different cultural and creative sectors, 

and enable cities to design, create and build 

better urban environments for all inhabitants.

7. The UCCN Steering Group (SG) was created 

at the VIII Annual Meeting in Chengdu, 

China, and its role and structure was further 

elaborated upon at the IX Annual Meeting in 

Kanazawa, Japan, and the X Annual Meeting 

in Östersund Sweden. The first renewal of the 

SG members occurred at the X Annual Meeting 

and the second will take place at the XI Annual 

Meeting in Krakow-Katowice, Poland. In order 

to strengthen representativeness as well as 

to ensure the continuity of the SG, a rotating 

mechanism, in which the Deputy Coordinators 

takes over the role of Coordinators after a two-

year mandate, has been proposed. In the same 

vein, member cities have also recommended 

that SG members are eligible to serve for a 

maximum of 2 consecutive mandates.

8. The member cities note that following the 

first Membership Monitoring Report exercise, 

formalized at the IX UCCN Annual Meeting 

in Kanazawa, Japan, the second round was 

implemented. 10 reports have been submitted 

by member cities that joined the Network in 

2008 and 2009. Following the assessment 

process undertaken jointly by the Secretariat 

and SG, a comprehensive summary was made 

at this Annual Meeting. As specified in the 

Membership Monitoring Guidelines, the 22 

member cities designated between 2010 and 

2013 shall submit their report by 30 November 

2017, and then every four years.
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9. Each creative field should submit in advance, 

every 6 months, through its Coordinator, a plan 

of activities featuring the major future projects 

and initiatives planned by its member cities 

and aimed at implementing the UCCN Mission 

Statement, as agreed at the X Annual Network 

Meeting in Östersund, Sweden. A common 

format was established by the Secretariat, 

member cities submitted their plans to their 

Coordinator, and the first round of 6-month 

plans was released in April 2017. Based on this 

first experience, the Network aims to refine the 

process over the next year to ensure greater 

consistency in reporting and comparability 

cross fields. 

10. Echoing the call for contributions by the Mayors 

from Creative Cities in their Declaration at this 

Annual Meeting, the member cities reiterate the 

need for financial or non-financial contributions 

to the Network, given its status as an extra-

budgetary programme and in light of the 

increased demands placed on the Secretariat 

as the Network grows in membership and 

activity scope. This is also to ensure the 

leading role that the UCCN is called to take 

on the global stage in building and promoting 

prosperous, inclusive and sustainable cities 

through creativity and innovation. 

11. In order to further strengthen their political 

engagement towards the Network, the member 

cities are highly encouraged to designate, by 

city, an official representative alongside the 

focal point, seeking to further integrate culture 

and creativity into local development policies, 

strategies and plans, as well as to strengthen 

the communication and collaboration between 

UNESCO and the member cities. 

Appendix 4:

Steering Group Meeting

30th November 2017

11:00am Welcome - Margaret Hayes,  

Dublin City Librarian

 Updates on City Library, International 

Dublin Literary Award etc.

11:10 The Ulysses Centre, Director  

Simon O’Connor

11:30 Dublin City Council Creative Ireland 

update, DCC Creative Ireland  

Co-ordinator, Deputy City Librarian 

Brendan Teeling

 Followed by round table discussion  

of Creative Ireland

12:00 Dublin UNESCO City of Literature 

Director’s Report 2017, Alison Lyons

12:15 AOB

UNESCO Cities of Literature:

Baghdad, Barcelona, Dublin, Dunedin, Edinburgh, 

Granada, Heidelberg, Iowa City, Krakow, Ljubljana, 

Lviv, Melbourne, Montevideo, Norwich, Nottingham, 

Óbidos, Prague, Reykjavik, Tartu, Ulyanovsk 

Newly designated cities November 2017:

Bucheon (Rep. of Korea), Durban (South Africa), 

Lillehammer (Norway), Manchester (UK), Milan 

(Italy), Quebec City (Canada), Seattle (USA), 

Utrecht (Netherlands)



Annual Report 2017

UNESCO Cities of Literature
Since December 2015 there are now 28 cities in our network

Baghdad, Iraq

Barcelona, Spain

Bucheon, Republic of Korea

Dublin, Ireland

Dunedin, New Zealand

Durban, South Africa

Edinburgh, Scotland

Granada, Spain

Heidelberg, Germany

Iowa City, USA

Kraków, Poland

Lillehammer, Norway

Ljubljana, Slovenia

Lviv, Ukraine

Manchester, UK

Melbourne, Australia

Milan, Italy

Montevideo, Uruguay

Norwich, England

Nottingham, England

Óbidos, Portugal

Prague, Czech Republic

Québec City, Canada

Reykjavik, Iceland

Seattle, USA

Tartu, Estonia

Ulyanovsk, Russia

Utrecht, Netherlands

Visit www.dublincityofliterature.ie email cityofliterature@dublincity.ie                                       dublincityofliterature                   @dublincityoflit

http://www.dublincityofliterature.ie
mailto:cityofliterature%40dublincity.ie?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/dublincityofliterature/?ref=br_rs
https://twitter.com/DublinCityofLit?lang=en

